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1 The Associated Press' 




j ! WASHIN<iTON; ^ A P copy of a map reportedly-;-- 
^drawn by James Earl Ray as part of a new escape plan 
! was found by an infojmant in his brother's motel room / 
I and turned (over to pol ice, the . House assassinations 
[committee^ ^id- Wednesday a : , v, . ; | 

] The crudely; drawn map shows parts of the compounds " 
3 and grounds of the Brushy Mountain state penitentiary , 

5 where/Play is serving a life sentence for the murder of. 

; Dr. Martin Luther King Jr ’ . ' f 

A committee: report* says it is '‘in James Earl Ray's 
i handwriting/’ and that it was made available to the 
: FBI.and Tennessee, police officials;/' to prevent, a possi-..;/ 

I ble catastrophic^., event, another escape, attempt . . by 
^ James Earl- Ray.” ; ; : ^ / V ^ ^ ^ 

I The report was prepared by Rep. .Louis Stokes, D~ ^ 
I Ohio,, the committee chairman, in an attempt to. refute 
I allegations made by Ray’s attorney and an under- . ; 

; ground informant that activities by a committee inves- 
; tigator were illegal and improper, ' ' / - / 

Those allegations by attorney Mark Lane and Oliver 
> Pa tterson, a former FBI informant prompted sfv me j 
Hoiise members to ask that the committee’s request for 
additional funding be delayed pending an investigation 
of its methods. V -/-.v / 

. The Stokes report ' denied that investigator Conrad 
Baetz ever instructed Patterson to record the conversa- 
tions. of Ray’s brother, Jerry, and said that staff mem- 
bers had instructed him hot to do so on grounds such 
conversations could not be used as evidence. . 

V “Apparently Pattereonl . ; elected to record certain 
conversations on his owii,’:’ the report ^id. . 

It said that Patterson did obtain samples of Jerry 
Ray’s hair in an attempt to learn if it. matched uniden- 
tified human hair found near the scene of Dr. Martin 
Luther King’s assassination in Memphis, Tenn;, 

: 'V/ ■ , • ; 

The Stokes report did not say whether the samples 
- matched but did assert that obtaining it from a bath- 
; room used by Jerry Ray was “most appropriate” and 
; an entirely legal investigative technique, v j- 
; i The report denied Patterson, a former FBI infor- 
3 mant, ever was paid for his services other than to re- 
; c'fetve VAj!#ense money. . ' - . 
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aq pinoD siBpijjo |uaui9a^^ os dHia^aq;^0“ £ 
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^ ^^-./PonBSijsaAui 

^ spaj^immcKyj^aq Y squauniDop ^iioj,* 
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5>9OT^|^P9^:^qj%;ipdv-pra:df jBq;^ j 

vlgp^^i^piBS ;j<^aj_sa)iojs 9dTi'jjE1s.-aqj;^o, 
^^^sjaq^aui Aq iq paf Bf ua ua^. spiq .pnptioDMad^diiij jo . 
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■ shoot him. ..But .. .1 purchased 

: '^Mseapon and'^^ like that.’ 
i — Si^wics Earl Ray . , 
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N^ISllVl SLEri^nn. -^mes Earl Ray:says h em% >, 
onjc^ligalh plead guilty to the murder of Dr. MaFt^f 
LiiffieEKing Jr. — even though he insists he never fired 
thevfSai bullet at the civil rights leader. 

gt^as in a bind,” Ray said in a copyrighted story in 
,Siffid§!s Nashville Tennessean. , 

' RayS^rving a 99-year sentence in the. King assassina- 
tion-^^med he was pressured into a guilty plea in 1969 
by^K£^:tewyer at the time, Percy Foreman. 

• WMl GUILTY in any ways legally,” Ray said.^ 
‘‘In^the|:Words, I didn’t shoot him But I may be in' 
sofn§:lway * partly responsible for it . . . I purchased the^ 
weapon arid things like that.” 

, RSySciriims a mysterious man namecl “Raoul” fur-^ 
bisfiedltie rhoney for thri rifle apparently used to kill i 
Kin'^m PSemphis on April 4, 1968. But Ray said he had no; 
idea-^Rapul” was planning to shoot King. - . > 

‘Jl^ridlrstand the difference between knowing arid 
unSnawing . . . There’s got to. be an intent,” he said in 
thdlriteityiew. 

ftay^aid Foreman put him “in a bind” by telling him 
that;We'|hances were “99 per cent” sure Ray would go 
to trie^ril|ctric chair. He said he also feared his brother, 
Jefe^Ray, might be prosecuted by the government un- 
less-he pleaded guilty. 

HE SAID he signed a stipulation that he fired the shot 
thatJ:0e;diKing, knowing it was false. 

“ILi^had'to do it all over again I would have had to — I 
thiri@‘ would have to admit to that stipulation based on 
the' pp'sitipn. they had me in — Percy Foreman, the trial 
the prosecutor,” Ray said. 
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• vS^-Said tie is convinced he might have recdwgj 
SOTyears,;’^ had he represented himself or had a 
defender, handled his case. 


■1140 nr 

public 


Ray said, he signpd a letter to Foreman authorizing 
the guilty plea. But he claimed the tetter, prepared by 
Foreman, .was “completely false.” 


i 


.1 


t 


SAlD.he was in the vicinity of the murder scene 
at the time of the slaying but that he was unaware of the ) 
killing until he heard about it on the radio. ... 

Ray said he bought the rifie, on which his fingerprints ■' 
were found, but claimed the last time he saw it was the - 
day before King’s death when he gave it to “Raoul” in 
Memphis. ' ' 


Asked about the fingerprints, Ray said, “It doesn't 
surprise ifie too much. When I got rid of the gun, it was 
still in the case, . There is the possibility that lateir on 
someone handled the gun who wore gloves. My finger- 
>;iji,o uld have been all overit as much as I handled 
it when I purchased it," . 

Ray said the only thing that proved was his stupidi- 
ty. \ ^ 


“USUALLY whenever Tm doing anything in the ; 
past like armed robbery — you usually put Band-Aids 
over your fingers and that way you won't usually leave 
, any prints, ".he added. 

! V HE SAID he has selected one picture which he said 
I looks like Raoul ' ’ and said the photograph is in the pos- 1 
session of the House Assassinations Committee, which i 
• I&inv^gating King’s death. '""^==^=== 5 ^ ! 
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I To Pressure Ray 

PETROS, Tenn. — James Earl Ray told 
House investigators Thursday that the 
FBI tried to pressure him into naming al- 
leged conspirators in the assassination of 
divil rights leader Dr. Martin Luther King ' 
Jr., Ray’s attorney said. Attorney Jack 
Kershaw met with reporters after Robert j 
Lehner, who is leading the King portion of ; 

I the House Assassination Committee’s in- ^ 
vestigation, spent more than six hours 
with Ray behind the walls of Brushy 
Mountain State Prison. Ray is serving a 
99-year sehtence for the 1968 murder of the* 
civil rights leader. *T, find today that the 
" FBI is involved in this case, in my opinion, , 
in an improper way,” Kershaw said. “FBI t 
^/pressure was brought upon James Earl 
1 Ra 5 J«^^=£aeans of threatening 
' his family.” _■ ' 1 


\ 
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,■■■-; ' ,;-,^"''r' 

- _.(•■;.• , 'y 4' .■,.: , j-v't-r- 

.. -.'^'■■'-j',’- rf.'V.VyV • ••• ‘,;T:'-X' V' 


■ - .' ' ■■■SIy't^'' - ... 

The AssoSaied'pretf;. -i- ''ilif^E'FB^^ p%S.t^Comply;,. 

WASHINGTON fr;:^The';FBr'ihy<estigated - iSwthr.re9ue!sts underv^ 

iTit iniiv TTion anH tHo Minii- >1^ Screening the rest 

T of .theiil^!^ (leterminie wha^ else will pQ re-: 

losed FBI. document^ 

Four days afterKiiig was slauririMenipiu^Qg '; Tl^ dqci^ 

on April 4, 1968 rFBi headqua^ers ordered tails of the James Earl Ray, who 

^ .» m ' a«v tf*\ ^ A nfltr nlonHpn oiiiitv to 
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ivian: tiie riKui-wiiig iiiniutciiicii, *iatv ■ ’< o- . — 7 . -j 

group fnembera, ’ rabble g rousers' -arid 'any ■■if?;: 'never was r^mred to pr^ent its evidence at ;. 
other individuals known to have'violeht pr6---;;'f -a trial or any other public 
clivitiesTocatetfv«thiny6ur'terntdriesy’\.^g£i;^:-^9-''-t’v^y3^A'>?:i!i'f''-^ 

The order was sent to FBI field office^ in-^ ^:;..;..Ray has since attempted to change his pl^^^^ 
Memphis and Knoxville; Tenn;;^Binningham vsfi^and Obtain a trial r \ 

ivunneap^s^j^.^.^^^j;, days -of ■ the investigation -and included,; 

;■" ROY K; MdpRE.i3f '^acksoS;^ head^^jg^; no^mehtion' of Ray;;: 

the ■p'gPg T'nr»l-er»n fiblrl nfflPP frnm iQfi4 t.O': : ‘A^ - . ' ' ' 


the FBI’s Jackson tield ottice ' memos identified Eric 

, .Moorevis how- direct%'Ofysetunty fordQ; mJMC. . 

Jackson bank.§:'i^: :v?;;?^%;:#%:r&fS|S;^g^,pf,^ j^^j.8 me^ from headquarters told ; ,Tr-TM-.nxxAvi to 

A spokesman for jtee FBPs Jackson office seven field offices to investigate^ HEDERMAN , JK, 

said he could not coniment since the case Klan, Minutemen and other ifuie: FBI PROBE INTO 

been reopened, ;iiseprtein ,theiivwhereabQuts”._ai/:^ 


..w — - — • , — : rviau, iTiAnuv^xi*'-** va.-v. . ....v-. — — — 

;en reopened. ’;;v-3i;H'?:fS#fef ’ ’i‘'';3j2^?®i;|rpuDS^iito Ascertain iheir^ LUTHER KING’S 

The memo is part of abOTt 18,000 docu-;; :" ^ ^33 ghot. ,;i: -,:;ii;;i;*;^..;-- * 

Trient ^comDiJ. ed by the FBI during its inves-. . j - ' | 62 -^' — 

tigation of the civil rights leader’s death. :|;: 
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regarded as potentiiar suspecte^ff 
th^ir fingerprintsf l^rom 

milit^ record;^(^ file 

vvitK:the buf ead;; would be c 
against prin^ found jn:the rooming 
hoiise^where the shot; was 
memo indicatedJ'-'-lJlw^fS/!:^';^^ 

The FBI p^d S{^al a®il^ 
somj^ meters ' (^ ; the Kli^® 
Minut^en;becau^ pf ;their ^past 
activities . or * because infoirriefs 
called attention to them, the, memo 

FOR ^EXAMPLEvr ant informer 
identified as 'an exTKlansmam told, 
the FBI about a: Klan member : in 
Granville; .; Miss/^ -whom^ heM‘hfii 


r PH OTOS of Beckwith were circu- 
4 a{^ to agents iii Birmingham and’ | 
/Memphis. to show to persons being j 
;'^^ti6hedTir 

As for th Boston 

V field ■ of fice ; reported that ' an ■ un- 
• ; riamed :: infdm^ -said::^ thevrTight^ 
;lwing;groupiVhad’a gener to 
"rfomeht civilVstrife by kiDing Negro 

• leaders, Martin "Luther King; Rap 
( Brown and^Stokeiy Carrnichaelfand 
.therefore; seize pjowerin the confu- 

• jsiofe Noo/speci fic ^ timetable^ was 


lievedrrj^pable -of violence! and ber 

lieved^po^sibie he 'may -have . 
■'■dere<i;’KihgA.”;^''M(:|?r'^^^ 

; JAh6ther\ irifoi^r^/said'^'tKaf 
. klatt leader he met in a Savannaltr" 
SGaiVlbar.' • ‘isfan exact Ipok-alike tqj 
tthe;artist’s ‘concepUdri’A-of 
spected , assassin,' ■ The -artist’ s . 
sketch‘:'ol'Athe; suspect fe 
•Widely pubUshedtn-riewspaper^^ 1 
.S-Agentlialso j focused- pn; ■.Byron:; 
’BeckwithVtwhp Md ; b'^n" 

: ifd^;thie;1963 murid^ipf 'ciyik^gfits 
leader'Mddgaf lEyer^^^^^^ in'MsSissipr; 
• pit-Beckwith :;wds', tried ltwce":bu^ 

' Neither' jury; 'i^s':^ .td/r^<^,';d 

'verdict ■■ '■ v. '• ^ 

g^fieckwith -haisfbeenirivo^d^i^ 
Klan- ^ activities^^^or ; mai^^ears 


leaders "Robert B. -^DS^ugh and 
Walter - Patrick" Peysbn had' been 
^ioijvicted of federal firearms viola- 


tions. 


1 > 






rAtthe time^qf assasslna- 


tidnV DePugh : and Peyiim,j5L^ 
iwanted - on^^ federal - fugitive v warr^’ 


rants and the Memphis field office 
suggest^, (the search 7. for them 
should be inten^ifi^A Butthe Char- j 

lotte field, ^office reported .triat ah 
informer. was questioned- about the 
two . Minutem Jeaders ;and: said 
• ‘he had no knowledge that the -^dinr^ 
utemen,(had^,,,M 

[i- ;Besides,(. the ^inform said, if-, 
,‘‘any of the hard' core Minutemen 
'shot King,: theywpuid have disman^' 
tied ,.the:.nfie,and put. it, in.a. briel-. 
case; rathei) ;than> abandon it; and 


aua.xuun 

S?^aid oiS nScmo.>^:i€f|!r^^ 

■ ■ ■ '■ ' '“'"scenecN t 7 ^ ^5^;^ 




4.ri ,-(v.V-’.ri * rr'--*^*'*** 
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Trajisrnit the foliovring iu 


AISTEL 


Date: October 19 « 1976 


(Type in plaintext or codel 

AIRMAIL 

( Precedence) 


TO: 


FROM: 
SUBJECT : 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) ■ 

ATTN; DEPUTY ASSISTANT. DIRECTOR 

JAMES 0. INGRAM, GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION 

SAC, JACKSON (100-2301) 

MARTIN LUTHER K me, JR. 

DEPARTMENTAL REVIEW 
BUDED 10/26/76 




Re Bureau teletjrpe to all SACS dated 
October 5, 1976. - 

Enclosed for the Bureau are Xeroxed copies 
of each serial in following' Jackson files: 

(1) MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.,, SM-C 

Bufile 100-106670, Jackson file 100-I6L 
(1 volume) 

(2) ConHnunist Infiltration of Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference, IS-C, 
Bufile 100-438794, Jackson file 100-56 
(4 volumes) 

(3) Communist Influence in Racial Matters 
(CiRM) Bufile 100-442529', Jackson file 
100-57 (4 volumes), Jackson file 

^/^/ytdtined 100-5 7-SFl (1 volume), Jackson file 

/' y 100-57 Exhibits lAL to- 1A5 (I voliime) 


(4) . CPUSA, Negro Ques.tlon,, Bufile 100-3-116 
Jackson file 100-47 (5 volumes). 

(5) STANLEY DAVID LEVISON, SM4C, Bufile . 
100-392452, Jackson file 100-204 , 

(1 volume) . / 


2- Bureau (Enc. 17) (100-106670) 8e«pc1t«d 

([^Jackson (i- 100-2301) (1- 100-47) (I- 100-56 

(j^' 100-57) (1- 100-161) (1- I00-2O4)IM«*d - 
(© 157-9586) VSUi — 

JLP/bjw , 

2 )^? 

Sent M Per 


Approved: 


Sent 


Special A sent in Choree 


M Per 



CPO : 1973 o - 590-991 
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In those files having 1 A exhibits, the lA 
5 envelope with the description of the exhibit i*7as Xeroxed 
.1; and is included with the enclosures. . . 
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i'lR ,-;R7 1 I-'A 'CODH' 
6t5.5?n rTiTEL. 7-3’'~-76 Ci-?j ' 
TO ALL SACS 
FR 0 M D I r. E CT 0 Cl S S-l 


riALTIL LUTHER K i LG’ ^ JR . 5 SUOED A-CGUST S, 1?7S, ' 

/ . ; . , \ . 

PE3UTEL TO ALL SACS JULY ,2S , .1 976., 

FUrTKER DlSCUSSIOr’S WITH THE ■DEPAr'Tr’EHT OF JUSTICE TASK. 
FORCE HAS RESULTED I R THE FOLLOUiEG CHARGE. REG ADD LtJG , 
REPRODUCTIO:; OF FIELD OFFI CE SERIALS' I H THE MURKI N I tvVESTI - 
.GATIOi", AS OUTLINED lU REFERERCED TELETYPE, ' ' 

, ’ IT JILL 3E NECESSARY ONLY TO KEROH THE FIRST -PAGE OF ANY 

DOCUMENT IN YOUR MUFsKIN FILE IF A COPY OF THAT DOCUMENT HAS 

SEEN SUBMITTED TO FS’IHO, THIS '-/ILL INCLUjlC BOTH DOCL'MPNTS 

‘ / 

OPIGINATING IN -YOUR- OFFICE A'ND THOSE RECEIVED FROM OTHER FIELD 
DIVISIONS, ANY DOCUMENTS IN YOUR MURKIN FILE ^ COPIES OF 
'./HIGH -HAVE NOT BEEN SUBMITTED TO F3IH0 -MUST PP PEPRODUCE'D I^^ 
THEIR ENTIRETY add FO.RV/ARDED TO FSIHQ . 

IT, I-S NOTED THAT. THIS FIRST PAGE SHOULD CONTAI.W THE FIELD 


OFFICE serial NUMBER IN ORDER THAT THE DEPARTMENT CAN 
* « 
MAKE A-. COMPLETE CHRONOLOGICAL ACCOUMTING OF EACH FIELD 


OFFICE SERIAL 






SEARCHED™ 

SERIALIZED. 


iLINDEXEa 

LFlLED_ilK\ 


JUS. 3 0 19/ b J 

FBi(-JACKSON l/f 
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'F; 'ge'i-P, ■•'A CODE SEDT 3s55.A'.'! 7/3 0/76 rj''' 
Pil '''ITEL 07/2D/7S 
TO ALL. SACS 








f\i 


FROf'] DIRECTOR (103^-10667/;)' 

/o0'/6/ 

lARTIlv LUTHER R/WG „ JR / 3UDED AUGUST 9, 1976 





/S'7 



FOR IKfOFcMATIOR OF RECIPIENTS THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (.AG) 
H.AS ORDERED A REVIE'J OF THE FRI 'S I UVEST IG AT 10 M -OF FARTIU 

I “ ■ . 

LUTHER KING , ASSIGNED- TO CONDUCT THIS REVIEH IS A TASK FORCE 
WORKING 'under DIRECTION OF THE OFFICE OF PRO FESSIO NAL 


RESPOMSISILITY (OPR) CF-THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


THE 


.ATTORNEY GENERAL HAS IfC'I()ATED THE REVIEW JS TO- RESOLVE THE, 

FOLLOWI-MG. FOUR 'QUESTIONS ; (1) WARS THE FO I IMVESTIGATfO.N OF 

> • , . ■ 

KING’S ASSASSINATION TKOPOl.’GH AND HONEST? (2) IS THERE ANY 
EVIDENCE THE FD I WAS INVOLVED IN THE AS S A SSI NAT 10 N ? . (3) IS 


\ 


THERE ANY NEW EVIDENCE WHICH HAS COME TO TliE ATTENTION OF TKI 
DEPA.RTilENT CONCERNING THE ASSASSINATION? (4) DOES THE 


RELATIONSHIP SET WEEN THE S UR EAU AND HI HQ 

PROSECUTIONS p DISCIPLINARY PROCEEDINGS OF 

/ 

ACTION ? - ' ' ' ■ , 


CALL, FOR -CRIMINAL 

V 

OTHER APPRO PR I. ATE 




J 





. PAGE T'v'O ■ ' ■ ' . . 

' COi'AOUCTED DY THE CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION OF THE, DEPARTMEMT UKDER 
DIRECTION- OF ASSISTANT AG J. STANLEY PGTTINGER. , ALL' PER SO i'! MEL 
OR THE TASK 'FORCE ARE AUTHORIZED TOTAL ACCESS TO ‘OUR FILES 
PERTAI.MIMG TO XIMG ’S ASSASSI HAIIOM 5 , .OUR I MTFLLIGE'MCE IMVE3TI-" 
GATIOW OF KIKG, AMD AWY FILES RELATING TO BaSiS FOR' THESE ,■ 

I W VEST I G A T 1 0 MS , THIS' 1 LL', INCLUDE COVER PAGES OF COHrUMI CATjG MS 
COKTAIWI HG IDENTITIES of SQ«E jBI__SOlIRC gS.- AJD - 1 MFORr»iA-HTg WHO 
■ HERE MOT AFFORDED SYfIS’OL Kll[©ERS A T THA T _ TIME AMD IWpTVIDUALS 
WHO EXPRESSED OR I MPLTED COMFIDEMTIALITY , - . 


TO DATE THE TASK FORCE HAS REVIEWED FBIfiO AMD WFO FILE 


O 


CONCERitIMG THE ASSASSI MAT.IO H OF KT?® 'CAPTIOMEn "ilUl-'KIiv 


i? 


BUREAU FILEs 4A-33S6i, - TASK .-FORCE. 'flE^'-'DilRS HAV^ TRAVELED TO 

'■'E.MPHI S , MILWAUKEE , 'KANSAS' CITY , OMAHA ? SA M . FR A-KCISCO AMD 

LOS 'ANGELES AMD REVIEWED MURKIM AND. T NT ELLIG EKCF T MVEST IG AT 10 M 

FILES OF. THOSE OFFICES « FUTURE. TRAVEL 3Y THE TASK .FORCE IS 

• . ' ' 

planned FOR' ATLANTA ? EIRMIMGH^M., CHARLOTTE, ^ CHICAGO^ NE’i ORLEANS 
.MEW. YORK J spring FI ELD AND ST o LOUIS o ;■ ' 

AFTER ABOVE TRAVEL IS CO MPLETED AMD KI KG RELATED' SECURITY 
FILES AT FBI HO ARE REVIEWED, THE' TASK FORCE WILL HAVE SEIEM THE - 
MAJORITY OF SERIALS. lU OUR FILES RELATIWG TO THE' KIMS' IMVESII- 
G-'ATIONS.. HOWEVER, SINCE- IT IS THE GOAL OF THE TASK FORCE TO ■ 
REVIEW KING REL.AT.ED FILES IM EVERY. FIELD OFFICE,' IT .WILL BE 


/ 
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PAGE THREE 

WECESSARY TO FORWARD XEROX_COPIES OF FILES. FROM. THE REMAINING 

I . . ■ • - 

OFFICES TO FB I HQ FOR REVIEW . 

. ‘ » 

THEREFORE , ALL RECIPIENTS ''ITR EXCEPTIOfi OF THOSE OFFICES 

NAMED ABOVE 3 ' FURNISH f 6 IHQ OWE XEROX COPY OF EACH S.^^PIAL CON- ■ 

TAINED IN YOUn KI'NG , ASSASSi NAT 10 N FILE CAPTIONED "MURKI N IT 

IS requested/. THIS MATERIAL BE PROCESSED AND MAILED TO REACH FBULQ 



PRIOR TO AUGUST 9, I97S. THIS MATERIAL SHOULD BE- SENT BY • 
REGISTERED [1AIL , ATTENTION DEPUTY ASSISTANT DIRECTOn INGRAM, 
INTELLIGENCE DIVISION ,• , x , . ’ 

IF MuRKIW FILES CONTAIN lAFn'' PHOTOGRAPHS , EXHIRITS .OR -OTHEr 
ITEMS WHICH CANNOT 3E XEROXED A BRIEF DECOR I PT TO W' C F EACH ITEi: 
AND 'ITS .LOCATION SHOULD BE SET it.RTH IN YOUR COMMUNICAT.ICNS 

1 

TRAUGMITTinG THE DCCUMEKTS TO FBIKQ. , - ' 

SUBSEQUENT I NSTRU'CT 10 NS WILL :BE I SSL'ED CONCERNING S'J.B MI SSIO 
OF COPIES OF OUR- INTELLIGENCF I NVE-STIQ ATIO OF KING AND rELATEr- 
SECURITY FILES . OFFICES TO BF VISITED IN THE >UTUr;E BY TASK 
FORCE PEI; SOW DEL' WILL ALSO ..BE, FURNISHED APPPOPRI.ATE INSTRUCTIONS 

r 

BY. SEPARATE COMnUNICATION, 

* ■ ' * * ■ / 

END ■ ' 

ii r. • 


‘ f 
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MEMPHIS (AP)-If 
; James Earl’ Ray has not 
I arrived in Memphis by 
! Thursday morning, a federal 
I judge will be asked to direct 
: his'immediate transfer from 

I S I \ ^ ' 

? the' Tennessee Penitentiary 
I in Nashville, an attorney for 
LllaS^Jsaid Tuesday. 
ruRpbert 1. ..Livingston of 
.MM^phi^ he is 

; Surprised that Ray already 
not been transported to 
l^fMemphis for an evidentiary 
fttiearmg that begins Tuesday 
fi:6efore U. S. DistrictCourt. 
[^‘J^udge Robert 0. McRae Jr. 

'^ /:,But Asst. State Atty. Gen. 
Henry Haile said the state 
^ has no plans to produce Ray 
Jih; Memphis this week. 

The, hearing that is to last 
lup to two weeks will be on 
nRay’s clairh that he was 
H pressured into a guilty plea 
pii;the April, 4, 1968, slaying 
Lpf; Dr.- Martin Luther King 
|yr;. -'Ray entered the plea 
fjMarch 10, 1969, and drew a 
E^^year sentence without the 


i necessity of a full scale trial. 
I upholds Ray's 

|;c]pntention that he was 
fto'erced, ^he" ju dge . could 
b order the st ateto allow Ray 


to withdraw the plea and 
stand .trial for King's mur- 
der. ; 

Livington said Ray’s Wash- 
ington attorneys, Bernard 
Fensterwald and James 
Lesar, are scheduled to 
arrive in Memphis this even- 
ing and plan a series of pre- 
hearing conferences with 
Ray. 

“We don’t intend to be run- 
ning back and forth between 
Memphis and Nashville to 
meet with our client,” 
Livingston said. The^distance 
is about 200 miles. 

Haile told The Associated 
Press in Nashville, “He (Liv- 
ingston) hasn’t said anything 
to us about wanting him 
(Ray) over there.” 

Livingston, however, 
maintains that Haile 
“doesn’t want Ray in 
Memphis at all. And it would 
not surprise me if he doesn’t 
hold off until the morning of 
the hearing before having 
him brought in.” 

The dispute is the latest be- 
tween Ray’s lawyers and 
Haile, who on behalf of the 
state had opposed the eviden- 
tiary hearing. Haile also ob- 
jected to a McRae order giv- 


ing Ray attorneys access to a 
number of previously closed 
files and has an -appeal 
pending before the U. S. 
Supreme Court in which the 
state seeks reversal of the 
ruling. 

Livingston said': defense 
lawyers this week were given 
until Monday to file an 
answer to the state’s appeal. 
He said the defense would 
meet the deadline,, although 
it probably would not be until 
'Monday, and questioned 
what the Supreme. Court 
could do between the time 
the papers are filed and the 
start of the Tuesday hearing. 

McRae has designated the 
U.S. Marshal’s office to han- 
dle security for Ray while he 
is'in the city where King 
died, but Livingston said the 
judge’s order requires state 
officials to transport Ray to 
Memphis, although no 
timetable is spelled out. 

Deputy U. S. Marshal 
Willie Durham said Tuesday 
that Ray would be brought to 
Memphis “three or four days 
in advance of the hearing,” 

but declined to give an ex- 
act day. 


(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 
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Rehearing On 
King Murder 


CINCINNATI, Ohio (AP) - 


would give $500 to Ray’s brcj ih- 
er Jerry, ‘'contingeni upon the 
plea of guilty and sentence go- 
ing through on March 10, 1969 
without any unseemly conduct- 
on your part in court.” - 


, James Earl Ray was given a ^^he court said only by giving 
, chance Tuesday to contest his Ray a hearing on his con- 
guilty plea in the murder of Dr. tentions “may it be determined 
. Martin Luther King Jr. because whether the plea was intelligent 
of allegations his attorneys com- voluntary or entered as the 
promised his interests to fatten result of coercion, threats and 
their pocketbooks. promises 

The 6th U.S. Circuit Court of ‘The allegations if true, 
Appeals ruled that Ray, 41, who would support a finding that 
•received a 99-year sentence for . Ray’s attorneys deliberately 
the . 1968 murder of the civil compromised their client’s in- 
rights leader, is entitled to a terests in order to further the 


hearing to contest his 1969 guil 
ty plea.. 


financial success of Huie’s 
works in which they themselves 


Ray argued that he was not Uad a substantial interest. 


given proper legal advice. He 
said his lawyers failed to prop- 


“Such, conduct, would con- 
stitute an outrageous' abroga- 


erly investigate his case and Qf ^ue standards which the 
that their only interest was to legal profession for itself and 
collect royalties on materials, upon which its clients have a 
' written about him. ' rigl^to rely ” 

Iii a 2-1 decision, the circuit appeals court noted the- 

• court sent Ray s petition back to original trial judge had thor- 
, the U.S. District Court in oughly questioned Ray about his 
, Nashville for review. .plea, arid whether it was volun- 

Ray alleged he' was poorly ad-, 

vised by attorney Arthur Hanes, Rut it said “it is clear, that the 
and by Percy Foreman after he allegations which are the sub- 
fired Hanes. He alleged both ject of Ray’s petition have never, 
were. more interested in funds been tried upon their merits or 
that would accrue, from articles resolved by any court — 
and books planned by Alabarpa allegations which, if true, plain- 
author William Bradford Huie \y negate any notion or idea that 
than in his defense. • uis guilty plea and answers 

Ray ..said the lawyers consid- were made voluntarily and- in- 
ered his guilty plea paramount' tentionally. ■ 
to the financial success of the . “ j\jq inquiry was made into 

articles and a possible-movie on - ^^e specific contentions that are 
the. case. .. . . .... . now before. this court.” ‘ ■' 

; The court cited two letters . . The.ma jor opinion was., written 
- written to Ray by Foreman. The ' by- Judge .WillianTClSler and 
first letter said Ray had signed concurred in by Judge Harry 
all royalties to Foreman and ’ Phillips 

. that Foreman would keep all ^ -- 

I monies up to $165,000. It also ! 
said Ray would get all royalties j 
above that«4ifsFc=1f he pleaded 
guilty and caused no embarrass- > 
ing circumstances in the 
' courtroom. 

The second said Foreman’ 


(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 


PAGE 7 


■THE CLARION-LEDGER 


.JACKSON, MISS. 


Date; 1/30/74 

Edition: HOME 

Author: 

EditorT. M. HEDERMAN, JR. 
Titie: JAMES EARL RAY 


Character; 

157-9586 

Classification: 

Submitting Office: JACKSON 

I I Being Investigated 

7 - - ^9 


SEARCHED INDEXED 

SERlALIZED|34.i -FI LED.....!:a2S. 

JACKiO^rV- 


HW 5233 Dodd: 59162495 Page 17 



FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63) 




(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 








u u u 



May 'Never Have Symvedl Heat 
Idi Tyranel Hod He Not Left It 


NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP)— James Earl Ray, self- 
confessed slayer of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., almost 
turned his 99-year-sentence into death whei a^ he tri ed 
to escape through a prison ^ . 

steam tunnel. 


“He would never have sur- 
vived the heat if he hadn't got 
out of the tunnel,” said Brushy 
Mountain State Prison Warden 
Robert H, Moore Monday after 
Ray’s unsuccessful escape at- 
tempt. 

As it was, he was captured 
within a half hour in the prison 
compounds—looking for way to 
■get over the stone wall of the ' 
: maximum security prison nest- 
led in the Cumberland Moun- 
tains. 

He faced a disciplinary board 
this morning. 

“He was in the tunnel for 
only about 10 minutes,” Moore 
said, “and few burns 

but they dickiSs^Sg^r to b? 
serious.” 

More said it would have been 
impossible for Ray to have 
reached the end of the tunnel 
without being scalded to death 
in the 400 degree heat. The tun- 
nel, which leads to the prison 
steam plant outside the prison 
walls, supplies steam to the 
prison mess hall and is in use 
year round. 

Otherwise, it was a “well- 
conceived escape attempt,” 
Moore said. 

I “First, he removed a con- 
crete block in his cell and to 
out into an air chamber, a ven-1 


one bar and brbk^ anolier with 
a crowbar. 

“He pulled himself through 
the hole and got cut into the 
prison yard behind the cell- 
block. Then he went to the 
steam tunnel which leads to our 
steam plant about 100 yards 
outside the prison.” 

Moore said Ray, who pleaded 
guilty to the sniper slaying of 
I King outside a Memphis motel 
I room on April 4, 1968, got help 
room on April 4, 1968, got help 
in his escape bid from his cell- 
mate, Roy Morelock, 44, .of 
Greene County. 

The warden said Morelock, 
serving a life term as an habit- 
ual criminal from Greene Coun- 
ty, worked as a prison mainte- 
nance man and had access to 
the tools Ray used in the es- 
cape attempt. 

More said Morelock obviously 
intended to ‘^sclpe^ith Ray 
and supplied him with a hack* 


saw, crowbs?f"=Tmfhmer and , 
rhisel. 

“Morelock had access to such ’ 
tools as these and he obviously 
intended to escape with Ray,” ‘ 
Moore said.- “Our guards, 
caught up the attempt so fast 
he didn’t have time to get out • 
of the cell.” 

Ray is no stranger to escapes 
and was, in fact, a fugitive 
from Missouri ot the time King 
was slain. 

He had escaped from the 
Missouri State Penitentiary 
April 23, 1967, where he was , 
serving 20 years on a car theft 
charge. He was not recaptured . 
then until he was picked up in ' 
London, some two monthsafter 
London, some two months after 
King was shot to death in 1968, 

His arrest record before he , 
entered the Tennessee prison - 
system shows he first was ’ 
booked on suspicion of burglary 
in Los Angeles and was placed 
on two years’ probation. He 
had been in and out of various ' 
charges until he was sentenced 
to the Missouri ..prison in 1967. - 

1 Ray has sought several times | 

I to obtain a new trial in the. 

1 King slaying, cohtending he , 

I was pressured by his lawyer : 

I into pleading guilty. Each time ' 

I ne has lost, tJie_1atest r ejections ‘ 
coming in M^phis Feb. 27. 


tilating area behind the cell- 
block. He craw^ed^Ion g the air. 
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MEMPraS, Tenn. (AP) - 
Memphis, where Dr. Martin Lu- 
ther King Jr, was killed on April 
4, 1968, dedicated a section of its 
freeway system to the slain civil 
rights leader Sunday to mark 
the third anniversary of his 
death. 

/‘'r ! through the heart of the city and 
slam to help back demands by f several hlack ni^bhor- 
3,000 City sanitation workers, 98, jho^s nigbbor 


Later in the day a rally was 
planned to memorialize King, 
and scheduJ^?d=^^:^rticipate in 
that were Sen. Birch Bayh, D- 
Ind., who is white, and the Rev, 
Walter Fauntroy, a black elect- 
ed recently as the first Washing- 
ton, D.C., nonvoting representa- 
tives to Congress. 

Jerry Wurf, international 
president of the American Fed- 
eration of State, County and Mu- 
nicipal employes, the sanitation- 
men's union, also was present 
at the dedication and was sched- 
uled to speak at the rally. 

The 12-xnile north-south free- 
way, Interstate 255, goes 


per cent of them black, for^ un- 
ion representation. 

The sanitation workers paid' 


! Memphis officials of the Sons 
!of the Confederacy protested to 
the council late last week that 


tribute to King by marching: ; expressway should not be ! 
from the Lorraine Motel, the|j named for King, but should bei 
spot in this Mississippi riveri ' called Confederate Parkway. | 

I They said officials in 1963 had | 
, promised them it would be so , 
I named, but they^iacrw^ecords ( 
to substantiate it. 


city where King was standing at 
the time he was shot. 

The City Council, after debat- 
ing the matter each year since 
his death, approved naming the 
entire north-south freeway for 
King by an 8-6 vote last Tues-j 
day. 


I The Rev. Jamesi Nete^t 
black councilman who presided 
at the dedication, told the gath- 
ering that it was appropriate to 
name the highways section for 
King because King “traveled 
America’s highways and by- 
ways to stamp out injustice and 
discrimination,’’ ' 


The city’s three black council- 
men, and one white councilmani 
were the only city officials who' 
appeared for the dedication. 
Mayor Henry JiOeb was absent, 
as were othei^iopr-white offi- 
cials. About 200 persons attend- 
ed in all, a large majority of 
them black. 
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MEMPHIS,* Tenn. (AP) -- 
’ The Memphis City Council by a 
narrow 8-6 margin Tuesday 
voted to name a north-south ex- 
pressway after civil' rights lead-, 
er MarHn Luther King Jr. who 
lost .his' life here. 

The action came less than' a 
week 'before the third- anni- 
versary of - King’s slaying. 

He was felled by a sniper’s 
bullet while standing on ' a mo- 
^ tel balcony in downtown' Mem- 
1 phis. ' • \ 

; There was no cpuhcil ’ debate 
on the measure and the high- 
I way will keep its', official feder- 
: ai designation as interstate-225. 

; - A memorial -march and rally 
! are scheduled Sunday, the anni- 
versary-’ of '.King’s' death, •, and 
.city spokesmen, said' they- hope 
to dedicate t he , roa d to him on 
that' day. '^'= 1 "====^^=^ . 
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No Honors Duo ^ 
Martin “tr'iCing 

, Editor., Daily News— Martin 
Xuther King, Jr., should not be 
honored by any true American 
whatsoever, as a so-called civil- 
rights leader, for the following 
reasons: 

• Father Daniel Lyons, S. J., 
reported in the May 7, 1967 
issue of OUR, SUNDAY VISI- 
TOR, a national Catholic publi- 
cation: -T went to see this fa- 
‘mous Christian (sic) leader 
when he spoke at the Riverside 
Church' on April 14, in New 
York City. I was never more 
'shocked in my life. Dr. King 
preached the straight Commu- 
nist line. Dr. King praised the 
Viet Cong as ‘the only party in 
real touch with the peasants. . * 
.Only Marxism has the revolu- 
tionary spirit.' He condemned 
the Umte‘^[_ State! as ‘the , 

I'greatest purveyor of vio lence in 
the. world todayC^ 

'LjFBI Director J. Edgar Hoover 
'called King a “most notorious- 
Msf' that he had ever known— a | 
statement Hoover has never re- 
tracted. 

vU} .Sincerely,' 

/■ Leo F. Kahiap . • . 

^/'■/Jackson, Miss. . 
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i King Me mo r ig I j 
Rollies Revolrers i 

Edilor, Daily News— The | 
birthday oi* Martin Luther King 1 
Jr. on January 15 was widely' 
observed, newspaper accounts 
reported. 

This reveals that those who 
scheduled the observance sim- 
ply .cairt or won't understand 
jthe English janguage. ^ 

1. h'he public record of the civil 
I rights leader shows that he had 
aniassed 60 Cbnimunist-front ci- 
tations in MsJifetinie. 'His sub- 
versive record has been thor- 
oughly documented iby the 
states of the Union and Uie 
national government and has 
been well publicized. 

In addition, King has been 
called ‘The most notorious liar, 
in tlie counti7’' by FBI Director i 
■ J. Edgar Hoover on November 
18, 1954. U, S. Rep. F. Edward 
Hebert of l/ouisiana termed 
King “the American Castro” on 
April 30, 1937 and he added 
there is no place in Ms country 
for people like King. 

Wittingly or unwittingly, those 
who scheduled the observance 
are playing into the hands of 
those who are pushing Congress 
to set up a federal legal holiday 
for King so that ostensibly his 
memoiy will be a rallying point 
for revolutionaries -who intend 
to cornmunize, pauperize and 
tyrannize over the American 

I people. 

\ Sincerely, ' 
j Jackson Kicau 

I Box 9043 

i-... 'Metaiiae, La. ^ 
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Greens-Cy.unfy part) | 
wili commemorate 
Dr. King's birthday 

LE AKE S Vl LLE— The N a tic n- 
al Assn, of Wonien of Greene 
County is .sponsoring the obser- 
vance of the birthday anniver- 
sary of the late Dr. Martin 
Luther King on Jan. 15, Mem- 
bers are asking all citizens of 
Mississippi to jpin in the .cele- 
bration. 

A party celebrating the date 
begins at 5 p.m. Friday when 
Mrs. Essie Mae Hartfiekl and 
other members of the associa- 
tion will entertam in the. county 
office of the Friends of the 
Children of Missi.ssippi in Leake- 
svilie. The pGblic-ic-TnvHed to 
attend. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

• Memorandum 


TO 


= SAC, JACKSON (157-9586) 


FROM 


' SA BENJAMIN F. GRAVES 



subject: mURKIN 



date: 5/22/69 


Re memo of SA JOHN S. CASTLES 5/7/69. 
Memo of SA JOHN L. PUDDISTER 5/19/69. 

JAMES E. HUNT 

5002 Kendall Avenue 

Gulfport, Mississippi 

Mississippi license 610661 

(Page 8 of referenced memo dated 5/7/69) 


The South Central Bell Telephone Directory 
for the Mississippi Gulf Coast for August, 1968, as 
checked by the wrijter on 5/16/69, reflects that JAMES 
E, HUNT resides at 5002 Kendall Avenue, Gulfport, 
Mississippi, and he has telephone Number 863-3956 
listed to him. 

DUDLEY RAMON, Identification Officer, Gulfport, 
Mississippi, Police Department, advised on 5/16/69 that his 
records reflect that JAMES E. HUNT, 5002 Kendall Avenue, 
Gulfport, was a material witness to an accident on 
10/7/64 and on 4/6/63, he was fined $12.00 for ’’Expired 
Inspection Sticker”. His records reflect that HUNT 
is a white male and was born on 9/29/20. 




NH 


HELEN LARSEN, Clerk, Credit Bureau of 
Biloxi-Gulfport , 1816 Pass Road, Gulfport, adyised on 
5/16/69 that her records reflect that JAMES E. HUNT 
5002 Kendall Avenue, Gulfport is employed by the 
Scoyille Manufacturing Comapny, Sportanburg, S. C. as 
^ a salesman and his income is $13,200 as of 8/21/67. 
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JOHN SIMPSON 
110 Vance Place,, 

Long Beach, Mississippi 

(Page 9 of referenced' Baemo dated 5/7/69) 


Chief of Police HARRY 0. KALESTCH, Long 
Beach, Mississippi Police Department, advised on 
5/16/69 that JOHN SIMPSON, aka. ,Jac1c. Simps on 
resides at 110 Vance Place, Long Be'aeh, Miss. He 

has no record with this police department. 

. ^ 

WILLIAM SKELLEY , owner. Sunflower Grocery, 

Long Beach and Mayor Elect of Long Beach, advised 
on 5/16/69 that JOHN SIMPSON resides at 110 Vance 
Place, Long Beach, and he is , employed by a firm 
that sells supplies to restaurants. 

/ ' i * * 

M. COLEMAN 

9764- Me Caughan Avenue 
Long Beach, Mississippi 

(Page 10 of referenced memo datdd 5/7/69) 

Patrolman GLEN RICHEL, Long Beach, Mississippi, 
Police Department, advised on 5/13/69, that the arrest 
records of his department failed to reflect captioned 
'individual's name. He stated that Me Caughan Avenue only 
goes to the 500 block. He stated the Cross Reference 
Directory reflects that WALTER H. COLEMAN resides at 276 
Me Caughan Avenue, and he is a plumber. 

CHARLES R. WEBB, 27 6A Me Caughan Avenue, Long 
Beach, advised on 5/13/69, thatlihe .purchased this residence 
from WALTER H. COLEMAN about 2/15/69, and the same date 
COLEMAN Supposedly moved to 120 Thornton Street, Kosciusko, 
Mississippi. 


2 
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Reverend WILSON W. BOGGAN 
Box 643 , 

Lucedale, Mississippi 

George County Baptist Association 

(Page 10 of referenced memo dated 5/7/69. 

JOE VESELY, Chief of Police, r Lucedale, 
Miss., advised on 5/14/69, captioned individual 
was the pastor of a small church in Lucedale until 
a few months ago when he moved. He s^t a ted that iii 
the past this daughter had worked for captiorie_d ■ 
individual. 


■ ' * . ^ ' 

Mrs . TED PURCELL, owner. Credit. Bureau of 

George County, Lucedale, Mississippi, -advised on 
5/14/69, that her records reflect that captioned 
individual was formerly the minister of the Souths ide 
Baptist Mission in Lucedale and his wife, WILNA* was 
a teacher at the Lucedale Elementary School. She 
stated that captioned individual had a daughter named 
ELIZABETH L. BOGGAN, who is a teacher in Pass Christian, 
Mississippi. 

GEORGE E. BUTLER 
333 Madison 
Wiggins, Mississippi 

(Page 14 of referenced memo dated_5/.7y69 . 

Patrolman VANCE BOND, Wiggins, Mississippi, 
Police Department, advised on 5/14/69, that captioned 
individual lives at the indicated address in Wigg;ins 
-and he is a driver for the Brown and Miller Pickl^e 
C<smpany, which is located in Wiggins . 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 

MAY 1962 EDITION 

GSA FPMR (41 CFr) 101-11.6 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

# 

'' 

Memorandum 


TO : 

SAC, JACKSON (157-9586) 

date: 

5-20-69 

FROM : 

(2'<>i4^C^^LEVELAI^ (44-565) (RUC) 


subject: 

MURKIN 



00: Memphis 

Bufile: 44-38861 

Re Jackson airtel to Memphis and Cleveland, 5-7-69; 
Cleveland airtel to Jackson and Memphis, 5-15-69; Memphis 
airtel to B\ireau, Cleveland and Jackson, 5-14-69. 

Cleveland conducting no further investigation in 
this matter in view of instructions set forth in referenced 
Manphis airtel, 

•^2^- Jackson 
2 - Memphis (44-1987) 

1 - Cleveland 


HNHramk 

(5) 




SEAR(»SD^ 
SERWaED’^^MltiD 

MAY p, 1 1969 




mr 


Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Kegularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



■ SAC, JACKSON (157-9586) 
FROM : SA CYRUS V. HOAGLUND, JR. 

subject: mURKIN 



date: 5/16/69 


Re memo of SA JOHN S. CASTLES dated 5/7/69. 

ELLA P. ATKINS, Credit Bureau of Natchez and GIEN 
ARNOLD, Natchez PD advised on S/13 and 5/lil/69 Hespectively 
that they could not locate any record identifiable with 
fe SHIRLEY JACKSON of Ij. Elm St. , Natchez, Miss. 

A review of the Natchez, Miss. City Directory disclosed 
that a GEORGE A. and ESTER P. JACKSON who are retired 
reside at ij. Elm St, and have telephone V|5 -^|986. 

On 5 / 16/69 a pretext telephone call was made to the 
above number, Mrs, ESTHER JACKSON advised that 'SHfRLEY 
JACKSON who is employed by the Southern Baptist Convention 
as a missionary is currently serving in Brazil. She noted 
that SHIRLEY had left recently and would not return for 
about three years. 


-157-9586 

VH/cvh 






S£A!®JI2§ i.,, ^ 

FBI— JACKSON 



HW 



— .V Savings Bonds Kegularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

m 




F B 1 



. S-15-69 

Transmit fnllnwing in 



AIRTEL 


(Type, in plaintext or code) 


TO: SAC, JACKSON (157-9586) . , .. 

FROM: SAC, CLEVELJ^D (44-565) (P) 

RE: . MURKIN 

. 00: ME . . 

Bufile: 44-38861 ' 

Re Jackson airtel to ME and CV, 5-7-69. 

Referenced airtel sets forth lead for CV to review 
an enclosed FD 302 re H. C.. FREEMAN, owner and operator, Carona 
Plaza Motel, Corinth, Miss, , and handle appropriate lead. 

CV not in receipt of this FD 302, 

Jackson furnish copy of FD 302 re FREEMAN so this 
lead can be handled. 

- Jackson 

2 -Memphis (44-1987) 

2 - Cleveland 

HNHtamk . 

(6) : 


(Priority) 
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SEARCHED . 
SERIAUZED. 


JNDEXED.., 


. MAY 1 9 1969 / 

_ FBI —JACKSON 'JI 





TO’: 


SAC, JAGKSQN (157-95.86) 


FROM: 


SAC, SAN ANTONIO (44-1242) ■ (RUC) 


SUBJECT: MURKIN 


. Re Jackson . airtei' to Memphis, 5/7/6'9, . 

A revie.w of reairtel reflects that San Antonio 
would have a lead appearing in. the 302 of H, C,, FREEMAN, 
owner and operator, Corona Plaza Motel, A copy of this 
302 was forwarded to San; Antonio, 

A .thorough, review of the 302 of H, C, .FREEMAN' 
dated 4/ 24./ 6 9, . reflects on page O three .individuals residing- 
in Texas;' however, hone of them 'are listed as residing 
in the San An'toni.o Division, Further, this "review failed ' 
to reflect any possible lead for San Antonio, 

. In viev7 of the above, .San Antonio is conducting 
no investigation in this matter,^ ' ’ ■ ' ■ ■ 


^2«^ackson (RM) 

■ 2-Memphis .(44-1987) (RM) 
l-San Antonio , ' . 

. JMK:adb ■ 'V v . 

. (5) • . : ' : 


IS7- 




SSIUiCHE0,...^IHI8(ED. 

8FRIAU2a)-^S3llHM 

. MAY 1 9 1969 


Approved: „ 


Sent 


M Per 


SpeJ^al Agent, in Charge 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1982 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



TO :SAC, JACKSON (157-9586) 

FROM :g^ jQjjjj L. PUDDISTER 
subject: 

MURKIN 




date: 


5/19/69 


Re Jackson air tel to Memphis, 5/7/69, and 
Memphis airtel to Bureau, 5/14/69. 

Referenced Jackson airtel to Memphis, sets out 
leads to numerous field divisions requesting that guests 
whose identities were determined from a review of motel 
records in Corinth, Mississippi, for the period March 29 
April 3, 1968, be located and interviewed to determine if 
any association exists with these individuals and Subject 
JAMES EARL RAY. 


In addition, a memorandum was furnished to each 
RA in the Jackson Division with leads set forth to identify 
guests who were in motels in Corinth, Mississippi, during the 
pertinent period. 


Referenced Memphis airtel to the Bureau and Bureau 
field divisions having leads in this matter, disclosed that 
inasmuch as WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE stated in a "Look" magazine 
airticle that JAMES EARL RAY had spent the night of April 2, 1968, 
in a motel near Corinth, Mississippi, and according to the 
Memphis Office, HUIE has admitted that Subject ^Y frequently 
is untruthful in statements to him, Memphis requested that 
leads pertaining to guests at motels in Corinth, Mississippi, 
during the pertinent period be discontinued. Memphis Office 
also advised that similar investigation of this type in this 
case has previously been unproductive and that it is not 
believed that it is of any particular importance to establish 
whether or not JAMES EARL RAY stayed overnight at Corinth on 

4/2/68. 157 





Jackson 
(1-Each RA) 
JLP/wgj^ 
( 15 )^^ 



SEARCHED , INDCXED. 

serializedJS^iled 

MAY 1 6 1969 


^ FBI .—JACKSON 


' I ■ I ^ 1 \ 


Buy U.S, Savings Bonds Kegularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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JN 157-9586 





All RAs having leads in this matter set out in 
Jackson memo dated 5/7/69, should discontinue, unless 
specifically advised to cover same. 


-2- 
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FD-36 (Rov. 12-13-56) 






F B I 


Date: H 


Transmit the following in 


Via 


ti yp6 ill plain texf, or code) 


(priority or Method of Mailing) 


; DIRECTOR, FBI C44-38i®l,) 



44-3i§a‘^) CF> 




OTBJECTj MURK IN 


By airt®l dat@d ttte® BMr®su ad^ii 

''Look*' wagaifjlw® arti©l®p WILLIAM BlADfORD 
JAMEB EARL 1A¥ ted ©peat tfe© lalfM ®ff 4/2/68 
CorisTitkj, Miss, -Tte® iaastruiet©<i .Jastaom 

r®e©3f(i© iia aaad Cojfisatfe t® d@t®mlirt@ 

imdividwals y®gist©sf'©d tlhisr® dwisag th® period 
By dated 4/)18/@§„ tte© Ja@Ms®n. 


a 


Offic® advised 


th® Bwf’eaius ttet ro,@t®l reeords at Corinth p Miie®), p 
r®wi®w©d uad®r tla® siiibj®©t’’s tspu® jaait® amd alias® 
'®d for @utoj®et’® Alateasis TO»l*®ro 

tto@ SM.teJ®et was l©c!at®)do 


may 


tn) 

1^ 


2 


2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2_ 


Birralagteu 
il© 



Cleveland 


<01 

& 


n.mmm 

Mi ffiiffisa polls 

M®1 

H®w »¥®n 
l®w ©rleams 
lew l&¥k 
Ok'lahQMa 
aSua 


..Kaimsas €lty 


rrji 


i 


at© 

- ito Leals 
■=- imlt. Lais® City 
Siaitt liatomi® 


% >■■■ Seat. til© 


i ffiiFi’f i ©id. 



SEARCHED 


SERIAU 2 ED. 



■ILED 


MAYl 6 1969 

3 





Approved: 

Special >^nt in Charge 
HH 5233 Dodd: 59162495 Pa4^ 38 


Per 








f 


ME 44-1987 


By airtel dated 5/7/69 , eop 
.furnished the Bureau ^ tb'e Jackson Off 
those offices to whom copies ©f this 
These offices have been requested t© 

persons who spent th® might in motels 
about 4/2/68, 


i©s of which were not 
ic® set out leads for 
communication are designa 
interview several hundred 
at Corinth . 5 Miss, ., on or 





In view of the fact that more than a year has passed 
since these persons stayed over night a.t Corinth, and since 
similar investigation of this type in. this case has previously 
been unproductive, and sitace HPIE has admitted that RAY 
frequently is ■untruthful in .®ti>t®meiits.;,;:,t©. him , and further 
since it is not believed that it iS-ol'-'any particular importanc 
to establish whether , or,. -hot JAMES EARL' RAY stayed over night 
at Corinth on 4/2/68, ..all .officesi will disregard the leads set 


.QUf in Jackson 3..1rtel'..'i 

by the Bureau to cover 


la.-lpg'dl 


inless s.peclf ically ad vise; 
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22'64) 





F'B I 


Date: 


5/13/69 


Transmit' tfie following in 

Via AIRTEL 


(Type in plaintext or code) 

REGISTERED AIR MAIL 


(Priority) 


TO: 


SAC, JACKSON (157-9586) 


FROM: SAC, SALT LAKE CITY (44- 253) (P) 

• ♦ ' ■ ’V. - 

RE: MURKIN 


I 

i- 


Re JacJcson airtel to Memphis , dated 
forwarded to. Salt Lake City copies of FD-302s of H, 
and Mr. DON M. STRICKLAND. 


69, which 
C. FREEMAN 


A review of these FD- 302s disclosed ho individuals 
residing within Salt La]«;City Division. . 

Jackson is requested to review the. original motel 
registrations and furnish Salt Lake City with appropriate infor- 
mation. 



2 

2 

2 


Jackson 

Memphis (44-1987 ) 
Salt Lake City 


WJ6 :mhe 
( 6 ) 


SEAfiCHEb -—Indexed . 


Approved: tLM 




MAYl5 


Sent 


M 


Per 


Special Agent in* Charge 
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MAY Iflea'EDITION ' '<• 
G^. REG. NO. 27 ‘ ' 


,5010-107-02 
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•t. >• 


V t- 


TO ■ 


r FROM - : 

‘ J * - .•» *. * 

% - r ri ^ t • 

'i- sumEGT:‘v 


sac^vjackson;^^ 

^1 ***■*' * • .S * •^« '. •* '. '■ '*.i ,* * » V » "■■■■.* 

t • -* . • '* 'V' -• ^' \ “ . .f- ^ ' ' ' y *'* * - . * . ' • \ 

JOliN Wi^LiA C • 

. A ‘ «•-. • • , ♦ * 

^ : V " . ♦ ♦ V - • . . ^ ^ ^ i i . * ' t 


. VV*’,' 


; .:^)Ate:- 


V 5/i^/e^ 


■-C .'•-T,>V 


‘J- 




'. ,r.*- 

- 4:*" 


f I V « 

■• -i 1 i* .: 






ii"’ ‘‘ 


. -i . 

-i-.V. 


;; ■ : '; .; • o memo^ . dated; 


■f-tz 


'. I 


*; '-i... 


’. i iii.: . M 

v' ^ ^£742 itor;;i;gc^ c 






.t\: 


' .1 r ''. 


.a.; .; 

■ /■•^ ■ j 


.I S S ip Bi ;; : , 

;, : 1 J y " .*' Mis sis s ip p i 1 ic ein s %; W - 3 13 0. , , O ld smb b i le/c { : ' 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



Memorandum 


TO : 

FROM ; 

SAC, JACKSmK157 -95861) (P) 

SA JOHN S. CASTLES 

date: snie 9 

subject: 

MURKIN 



Re Jackson airtel to Memphis, dated 5/7/69. 

As directed by Bureau airtel, dated April 7, 1969, 
a review of all motel records for the period March 29, to April 3, 
1968, of motels in Corinth, Miss., were made and the names of those 
individuals registered at the motels durii^i this period have 
been obtained, and the ones within the Jackson Division are 
as follows: 

HOLIDAY INN MOTEL 

MARSHALL D. GRISHAM 
Box 184, 

Houlka, Mississippi 
(Methodist Minister) 


KENT L. KINNIBURGH 

D.S.R. 

Oxford, Mississippi 
(West Chemical) 

Mississippi license 36-4171, Chevrolet 


L. C. HAMILTON 
State College, Mississippi 
Livestock Sanitary Board 
Mississippi license P-1158, Dodge 


J. W. WARREN 

Holly Springs, Mississippi 
(Mississippi Highway Patrol) 
Mississippi license 47-3979, Plymouth 




15 J- Jackson 

(1 - Each RA) 
JSCrbal 
(15) 
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HOLIDAY INN MOTEL CONTINUED 

L. H. CARTER 
-1705 1st Terrace 
Hattiesburg, Mississippi 

VERNON M. BONDS 
1303 Leonard Drive 
Tupelo., Mississippi 

JACK BOYLES 

1215 Lawnview Place 

Jackson, Mississippi 

Mississippi license HD4434, Buick 

JAMES ROBERTS 
Box 151 

Grenada, Mississippi 

Mississippi license 54D343, Cadillac 

JOHN F. RASBERRY 
2502 Buckner 
Tupelo, Mississippi 

DAN J. BENEFIELD 
P. 0. Box 10073 
Jackson, Mississippi 
Mississippi license H33017, Ford 

JOE H. ALLEN 

944 Briar fie Id Road 

Jackson, Mississippi 

Mississippi license H35513, Chevrolet 

TOM -W . HUDSON 

4223 Hawthorne Court 

Jackson, Mississippi 

Alabama license 43-6172, Chevclet 
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HOLIDAY INN MOTEL CONTINUED 

A. D. LANGSTON 

State College, Mississippi 

Mississippi license 53-5102, Chevrolet 

JAMES D. SCOTT 
1701 Patterson Drive 
Tupelo, Mississippi 
Mississippi license P/46-337 

RICHARD P. TERRY 
Maple Drive 

Starkville, Mississippi 

ROBERT D . LEVY 
5739 Sedgwick Drive 
Jackson, Mississippi 
Mississippi license HB 3899 

R. T. KENNEDY 
312 Oak Drive 
Winona, Mississippi 
Mississippi license 491803 

JIMMY WALKER 
1312 Buena Vista 
Clarksdale, Mississippi 
Tennessee license BV1621, Chevrolet 

JIM E. SINGLETON 

5042 Lurline Drive 

Jackson, Mississippi 

Mississippi license H31612, Chevrolet 

L. E. CARRUTH 
Box 994 

Tupelo, Mississippi 
Mississippi license M3317, Ford 
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EDWARD W. MONSOUR 

1742 Marigold 

Greenville, Mississippi 

Mississippi license W-3130, Oldsmobile 

JIM N. MAJURE 

850 North Jefferson 

Jackson, Mississippi 

Mississippi license H-36249, Oldsmobile 

WAYNE BLAKE 
Tupelo, Mississippi 
Mississippi license M- 11529 

ROBERT S. JONES 

903 19th Avenue North 
Coliinbus, Mississippi 
Mississippi license PO 704, Mercury 

L. E. MANNING 

813 Spruce Street, 

Columbus, Mississippi 

C. M. BOWMAN (Mr. and Mrs.) 

515 Parsons Street 

Greenwood, Mississippi 

Mississippi license ND 3691, Oldsmobile 

M. J. SHANNON 
Tupelo, Mississippi 

CHARLES B. WALKER 

5706 Brownlee Drive 

Jackson, Mississippi 

Mississippi license H38598, Rambler 

JIM GARRISON 

904 Lumpkin 
Tupelo, Mississippi 
Mississippi license M-388, Ford 
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CLAY F. LEE 

546 Heatherwood Drive 

Jackson, Mississippi 

Mississippi License HB 7900, Ford 

C. L. GRANGER 

751 Woodland Drive 

Winona, Mississippi 

Mississippi license 49-2692, Ford 

A. J, JARRELL 

113 Barbara Avenue 

Jackson, Mississippi 

A,. M. LINTON 
P. 0. BOX 152 
Tupelo, Mississippi 
Mississippi license M4549, Buick 

ROSS WHITE 

108 Glens ide Drive 

Jackson, Mississippi 

JIMMY WALKER 
1312 Buena Vista 
Clarksdale, Mississippi 
Tennessee license BV1621, Chevrolet 

R. M. BRIDGES 
Route 1, Box 27B, 

Water Valley, Mississippi 

MORRIS L. DENTON 
2113 Bryan Drive 
Tupelo, Mississippi 
Mississippi license MA-583 

STEVE VAUGHN 
523 Warpath Road 
Columbus, Mississippi 
Mississippi license P-9888, Mercury 
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B. J. PHILLIPS 
P. 0. Box 8271 
Jackson, Mississippi 

WALTON B. DUNN 

1937 Lakeshire Drive 

Tupelo, Mississippi 

Mississippi license H-7766, Dodge 

JACK P. GALLAGHER 
163 Queen Victoria Lane 
Jackson, Mississippi 

R. D. PITTMAN 
1016 Tyler Drive 
Tupelo, Mississippi 

WALLACE F. CRUMBY 
112 Tedford 
Tupelo, Mississippi 

WILBUR D. DOWNING 
09 Cullen Road 
Oxford, Mississippi 

HAROLD L. DEATON 
126 Thomas Street 
Grenada, Mississippi 

JAMES A‘. CARTER 
1107 Corinne Street 
Hattiesburg, Mississippi 
Mississippi license F-8970 

CLAY SALVANT 
Room 290 Milner Building 
Jackson j Mississippi 
(firm - MAP) 
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PAUL V. FAIRLEY 
205 Government Street 
Tupelo; Mississippi 
Mississippi license M-8113 

MARTHA JO MIMS 
719 Hemlock 
Columbus, Mississippi 

0. A. HOXIE 
Highway 61 j South 
Port Gibson, Mississippi 
Wisconsin license Y52-152 

KATHLYN W. FUNK 
409 3rd Avenue North 
Columbus, Mississippi 

A. L. BREWER 
312 10th Avenue 
Greenwood, Mississippi 
Mississippi license N-2014 

H. E. SMITH 
1007 Poplar 
Jackson, Mississippi 

HOMER B. DAVIS 
Route 5, Box 118 
Jackson, Mississippi 

ROUND-TOWN MOTEL 

CHARLES L. EZELL 
3615 Hood Drive 
Jackson, Mississippi 
Mississippi license T-2038 
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ROUND -TOWN MOTEL CONTINUED 

WOODY BIGGS 

906 East College 

Clinton, Mississippi 

THOMAS GRAYSON 
334 Murdock Street 
Corinth, Mississippi 

Mr. and Mrs. ROBERT Y, LAMERE 
109 Katherine Drive 
Vicksburg, Mississippi 

CANNONEER MOTEL 

STUART C . STETSON 
1232 Winnrose 
Jackson, Mississippi 
Mississippi license' HD 10508 

W. C. McMASTER 
101 Redrich Avenue 
Grenada, Mississippi 
Mississippi license 22-4226 

JOE POLLOCK 
18 Monroe, Apartment 9 
Grenada, Mississippi 
Mississippi license 22-9526 

A. J. NEAL 
1004 Fulton Avenue 
Meridian, Mississippi 
Mississippi license F/673686 

JAMES E. HUNT 
5002 Kendall Avenue 
Gulfport, Mississippi 
Mississippi license 610661 

GERALD RAYMAN 

Tupelo, Mississippi 8 
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CANNONEER MOTEL CONTINUED 

MARVIN ALFORD 
Florence, Mississippi 
Mississippi license T-2925 

J. A. WAINWRIGHT, JR. 

6077 Waverly Drive 
Jackson, Mississippi 

ROBERT. L. BOUNDS 
P. 0. Box 536 
Brandon, Mississippi 

LEON ARMSTRONG 
Box 299 

Verona, Mississippi 

Mr. add Mrs. HERBERT W. BERZ 
186 East Market Street 
Winona, Mississippi 

JOE COX 

Ripely, Mississippi 

PRENTISS PEARSON 
1110 Fillmore Drive 
Tupelo, Mississippi 

JOHN SIMPSON 

110 Vance Plac^ Long Beach, 
Mississippi 

P. G. STEELE 
Greenwood, Mississippi 
Mississippi license N-7153 
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SOUTHERN MOTEL 

JOHN D. SMITH 
2334 Coronet Place 
Jackson, Mississippi 

M. COLEMAN - 

9764 McCoughan Avenue 

Long Beach, Mississippi 

SHIRLEY JACKSON 
4 Elm Street 
Natchez, Mississippi 

JIMMIE L. .’KIMERY 
Byhalia, Mississippi 
License 47-504, 1965 Dodge 

JAMES L. TERPO 
214 Pollard 

Batesville, Mississippi 
License 54-1293, 1966 Pl 3 miouth 

JAMES E . SWOPE 
Box 97, 

University, Mississippi 

Reverend WILSON W. BOGGAN 
Box 643 

Lucedale, Mississippi 

George County Baptist Association 

ILLINOIS MOTEL 

JOE KELLUM and FRED ROWLAND 
905 East Main 
Charleston, Mississippi 

CURTIS W. STOVER 
4128 Cedar Street 
Jackson, Mississippi 

10 
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FRANK BURROW 
Jackson, Mississippi 
(State Highway Department) 
License S/6 574 

PHILLIPS MOTEL 

J. D. TOMPKINS 
Kosciusko, Mississippi 

CORONA PLAZA MOTEL 

G. L. WALTON and J. H. LOCKE 
712 Henderson 
Greenwood, Mississippi 
Mississippi license P/622538 

HOWARD JONES 
675 Scenic Drive 
Grenada, Mississippi 

CHARLES E. BANES 

Raymond, Mississippi 

(Federal Land Bank Association) 

KENNETH WOOD 
Box 7 

Jonestown, Mississippi 

BOBBY SHAW and JAY CLARK 
University, Mississippi 

FRANCIS WILLIAMS 
University, Mississippi 
(Department of Agriculture) 

JULIUS C. REEVES 
5350 Clair Street 
Jackson, Mississippi 
Mississippi license H16748 

11 
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PAT H. THOMPSON 
P. 0. Box 682 
Mage^, Mississippi 

ED WALTON 

State College, Mississippi 

LLOYD L. FRITCH 
1500 Glenn Drive 
Amory, Mississippi 

(Valley Tractor and Equipment Corporation) 
MARIA INGRAM 

Route 2, Seminary, Mississippi 

THOMAS J. HOBBER 
YMCA 

Jackson, Mississippi 
(1007 Jackson 
Corinth, Mississippi) ^ 

LAY HINDMAN 
Harper Road 
Corinth, Mississippi 

JENNINGS DAVIS 
709 Magnolia 

Hattiesburg, Mississippi 

PHILIP-’D. BAILEY 
P. 0. Box 71 

Plantersville , Mississippi 

(Brown and Williamson Tobacco Company) 

Mississippi license 73-5006 

AARON GUTHRIE 
Route 1, 

Burnsville, Mississippi 


12 
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JAMES W. PENDERGRAPH 
Jeff Davis Hotel 
Tupelo, Mississippi 

TOMMY SUTTERFIELD 
1704 East Church Street 
Booneville, Mississippi 
Mississippi license 593292 

mike SIMS 

2755 Pine Tree Drive 
Jackson, Mississippi 

J. T. THOMPSON 

212 Summer haven Drive 

Columbus, Mississippi 

B. L. MC MILLON 
Madison, Mississippi 

ROBBIE S. RUDDER 
614 Browder Street 
Columbus, Mississippi 
Mississippi license 9-9835 

D. ADRIAN WARREN 
P. 0. Box 2305 
Laurel, Mississippi 

CHARLES MC CARTY 
GArdh’efi Center 
Laurel, Mississippi 

JOHN WILLIS 
741 North State Street 
Jackson, Mississippi 
(Jackson Dental Supplies) 


13 
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CLIFF PORTERFIELD 
1434 Sunset Circle 
Clarksdale, Mississippi 
(Coahoma Chemical Company) 

MERRY ACRES MOTEL 

GEORGE E. BUTLER 
333 Madison 
Wiggins, Mississippi 

EE-RAY MOTEL 

C. A. EVANS 
Southern Household 
Shubuta, Mississippi 

NOEL SIMMONS 
AUDLEY PHELPS 
University, Mississippi 

PAUL W. CHAPPELL 
787 Davis Street 
Corinth, Mississippi 

KENNETH FORD 
Route 4, 

Boone ville, Mississippi 

AUDIE RAY DAVIS 
Fulton, Mississippi 

C. S. COX 

Jackson, Mississippi 
(Standard Oil Company)" 


14 
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C. R, UPONARD 
Brookhaven, Mississippi 
Mississippi license 23555 

B. W. PURGASON 
Maston, Mississippi 

NO-EL MOTEL 

LOIS HINDMAN 
Parker Road 
Corinth, Mississippi 

JESSIE CLARK 
1202 Meggie Street 
Tupelo, Mississippi 
Mississippi license 21-726 

THOMAS R. SMITH 
Route 2 

Corinth, Mississippi 

JOEL EVANS and. TOMMY COWARf 
2212 Bell Avenue 
Columbus, Mississippi. 

GARY LOWE 

2212 Bell Avenue 

Columbus, Mississippi 

SAMMUEL WILLIAMS 
805 Cemetary Street 
Corinth, Mississippi 

C. T. WALKER 

1450 West Capitol Street 
Jackson, Mississippi 
Mississippi license H-44460 

15 
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TEETOTUM MOTEL 


LOIS HINDMAN 
Corinth, Mississippi 

J. B. GUY 
Route 2, 

Meridian, Mississippi 

JAMES PHILLIPS 
Route 5, 

Laurel, Mississippi 

NITE-FALL MOTEL 

J. L. BEAN 

1200 Church Street 

West Point, Mississippi 

I 

PAUL E. GRANTHAM 
3291 Bienville Drive 
Jackson, Mississippi 
(U.S, Geological Survey) 

LEADS ; 

JACKSON DIVISION 
EACH RA 

Will review the above names of those individuals 
who reside within their respective RA and conduct appropriate 
credit and criminal check and, if deemed advisable, will 
interview the individual if there is a possiblity of any 
association with JAMES EARL RAY. All results of investigation 
should be furnished to SA JOHN L. PUDDISTER, Case Agent. 

16 
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AT JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 
Will review above names through indices. 
BACKGROUND 


According to statements allegedly made by 
JAMES EARL RAY, which were published ina recent issue 
of a nationally distributed periodical, RAY spent the 
night at a motel near Corinth, Miss., while en route 
from Atlanta, Georgia, to Memphis, Tennessee. He 
allegedly engaged in target practice in Mississippi 
using the murder weapon. This occurred a few days 
prior to the murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING. 

• * f 

The Bureau instructed the Jackson Division to 

X ' 

check motel records in and near Corinth for the period 
March 29, 1968, to April 3, 1968, in an attempt to 
locate a guest record identifiable with RAY under his 
true name or known aliases, i. e., James Earl Ray, John 
Williard, Eric Starve, Galt, and if. any record located, 
determine if.. RAY was alone, vehicle utilized, and people 
he may have contacted. 

The foregoing list of names contained in this 
memo is the result of' review of motel, and hotel records. 
It is noted none seem to be identical to RAY. 

Each individual listed should be further 
identified to establish such a person actually exists 
and is not an alias used by RAY. This can be done by 
credit and arrest agency checks. . In the event arrest 
record is located for any individual listed, evakiation 
should be made as to advisability of interview to 
determine if the individual involved was associated in 
any way with JAMES EARL RAY* 

This matter should be afforded immediate and 
expedite attention. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 



TO : SAC, (157-9586) date: 5/12/69 

FROM : 3A J.L. MARTIN 

subject: MURKIN 

Re memo of SA JOHN S. CASTLES dated 5/7/69. 

The following investigation was conducted on 5/12/59 by SA 
J.L. MARTIN. 


The city directory for the city of Hattdesburg, Miss., 
reflects the following (ooncerning names set forth in rememo for 
Hattiesburg. 

L.H. CARTER, 

1705 1st Terrace 

This individual is listed as being employed by FOWLER BUTANE 
Company, Hattiesburg, M.ss. and does not appear to have any bearing 
on this matter. 

JAMES H. CARTER 
1107 Corinne Street 

This name was set out as JAMES A. CARTER but is shown in 
City directory as JAMES H, CARTER, -and he is listed as being 
the owner of carter Drug Company, garter Building, Hattiesburg. 


2- Jackson 
JLM/jlm 
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FROM 


. SA JOHN S. CASTLES 




IGNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

''Memorandum 

TO : sAC, JACKSON (157-9586) (P) 


date: 5/7/69 


subject: MURKIN 


Re Jackson airtel to Memphis, dated 


As directed by Bureau airtel, dated April 7, 1969, 
a review of all motel records for the period March 29, to April 3, 
1968, of motels in Corinth, Miss., were made and the names of those 
individuals registered at the motels during this period have 
been obtained, and the ones within the Jackson Division are 
as follows: 


HOLIDAY INN MOTEL 

MARSHALL D. GRISHAM 
• Box 184, 

Houlka, Mississippi 
(Methodist Minister) 

KENT L. KINNIBURGH 

D.S.R. 

Oxford, Mississippi 
(West Chemical) 

Mississippi license 36-4171, Chevrolet 


L. C. HAMILTON 
State College, Mississippi 
Livestock Sanitary Board 
Mississippi license P-1158, Dodge 


J. W. BARREN 

Holly Springs, Mississippi 
(Mississippi Highway Patrol) 

Mississippi license 47-3979, Plymouthy/^ 




15 .- Jackson 

(1 - Each RA) 
JSC : ba 


(15) 


/ S ') - -<^>3 







523i3-io84>ocld: 59162495 *'^Page 


pavings Bonds Kegularly on the Bay roll Savings Bl an 



JN 157-9586 


HOLIDAY INN MOTEL CONTINUED 

L. H. CARTER 
1705 1st Terrace 
Hattiesburg, Mississippi 

VERNON M. BONDS 
1303 Leonard Drive 
Tupelo, Mississippi 

; 

JACK BOYLES 

1215 La\>mview Place 

Jackson, Mississippi 

Mississippi license HD4434, Buick 

JAMES ROBERTS 
Box 151 

Grenada, Mississippi 

Mississippi license 54D343, Cadillac 

JOHN F. RASBERRY 
2502 Buckner 
Tupelo, Mississippi 

DAN J. BENEFIELD 
P. 0. Box 10073 
Jackson, Mississippi 
Mississippi license H33017 , Ford 

JOE H. ALLEN 

944 Briarfield Road . 

Jackson, Mississippi 

Mississippi license H35513, Chevrolet 

TOM W . HUDSON 

4223 Hawthorne Court 

Jackson, Mississippi 

Alabama license 43-6172, Cheviolet 
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HOLIDAY INN MOTEL CONTINUED 

A. D. LANGSTON 

State College, Mississippi 

Mississippi license 53-5102, Chevrolet 

JAMES D. SCOTT 
1701 Patterson Drive 
Tupelo, Mississippi 
Mississippi license P/46-337 

RICHARD P. TERRY 
Maple Drive 

Starkville, Mississippi 

ROBERT D. LEVY 
5739 Sedgii7ick Drive 
Jackson, Mississippi 
Mississippi license HB 3899 

R. T. KENNEDY 
312 Oak Drive 
Winona, Mississippi 
Mississippi license 491803 

JIMMY WALKER 

1312 Buena Vista 

Clarksdale, Mississippi 

Tennessee license BV1621, Chevrolet 

JIM E. SINGLETON 
5042 Lurline Drive 
Jackson, Mississippi 

Mississippi license H31612, Chevrolet 

L. E. CARRUTH 
Box 994 

Tupelo, Mississippi 
Mississippi license M3317, Ford 

■ 3 : ■ ‘ 
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EDWARD W. MONSOUR 

1742 Marigold 

Greenville, Mississippi 

Mississippi license W-3130, Oldsmobile 

JIM N. MA JURE 

850 North Jefferson 

Jackson, Mississippi 

Mississippi license H-36249, Oldsmobile 

WAYNE BLAKE 
Tupelo, Mississippi 
Mississippi license M-11529 

ROBERT S. JONES 

903 19th Avenue North 
Columbus, Mississippi 
Mississippi license PO 704, Mercury 

L. E. MANNING 

813 Spruce Street, 

Columbus, Mississippi 

C. M. BOWMAN (Mr. and Mrs.) 

515 Parsons Street 
Greenwood, Mississippi 

Mississippi license ND 3691, Oldsmobile 

M. J. SHANNON 
Tupelo, Mississippi 

CHARLES B. WALKER ■ 

5706 Brownlee Drive 

Jackson, Mississippi 

Mississippi license H38598, Rambler 

JIM garrison 

904 Lumpkin 
Tupelo, Mississippi 
Mississippi license M-388, Ford 


1 .... 
\ 
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CLAY F. LEE 

546 Heatherwood Drive 

Jackson, Mississippi 

Mississippi License HB 7900, Ford 

C. L. GRANGER 

751 Woodland Drive 

Winona, Mississippi 

Mississippi license 49-2692, Ford 

A. J. JARRELL 

113 Barbara Avenue 

Jackson, Mississippi 

A,. M. LINTON 
P. 0. BOX 152 
Tupelo, Mississippi 
Mississippi license M4549, Buick 

ROSS WHITE 

108 Glens ide Drive 

Jackson, Mississippi 

JIMMY WALKER 
1312 Buena Vista 
Clarksdale, Mississippi 
Tennessee license BV1621, Chevrolet 

R.M. BRIDGES 
Route 1, Box 27B, 

Water' Valley, Mississippi 

MORRIS L. DENTON 
2113 Bryan Drive 
Tupelo, Mississippi 
Mississippi license MA-583 

STEVE VAUGHN 
523 Warpath Road 
Columbus, Mississippi 
Mississippi license P-9888, Mercury 

/ 
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B. J. PHILLIPS 
P. 0. Bok 8271 
Jackson, Mississippi 

WALTON B . DUNN 

1937 Lake shire Drive 

Tupelo, Mississippi 

Mississippi license H-7766, Dodge 

JACK P. GALLAGHER 
163 Queen Victoria Lane 
Jackson, Mississippi 

R. D. PITTMAN 
1016 Tyler Drive 
Tupelo, Mississippi 

WALLACE F. CRUMBY 
112 Tedford 
Tupelo, Mississippi 

WILBUR D. DOWNING 
09 Cullen Road 
Oxford, Mississippi 

HAROLD L. DEATON 
126 Thomas Street 
Grenada, Mississippi 

JAMES A . CARTER 
1107 Corinne Street 
Hattiesburg, Mississippi 
Mississippi license F-8970 

CLAY SALVANT 
Room 290 Milner Buiding 
Jackson, Mississippi 
(firm - MAP) 
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PAUL V. FAIRLEY 
205 Government Street 
Tupelo, Mississippi 
Mississippi license M-8113 

MARTHA JO MIMS 
719 Hemlock 
Columbus, Mississippi 

0. A. HOXIE 
Highway 61, South 
Port Gibson, Mississippi 
Wisconsin license Y52-152 

KATHLYN W. FUNK 
409 3rd Avenue North 
Columbus, Mississippi 

A. L. brewer 
312 10th Avenue 
Greenwood, Mississippi 
Mississippi license N-2014 

H. E. SMITH 
1007 Poplar 
Jackson, Mississippi 

HOMER B. DAVIS 
Route 5, Box 118 
Jackson, Mississippi 

ROUND-TOl^ MOTEL 

CHARLES L. EZELL 
3615 Hood Drive 
Jackson, Mississippi 
Mississippi license T-2038 
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ROUND -TOWN MOTEL CONTINUED 

WOODY BIGGS 

906 East College 

Clinton, Mississippi 

THOMAS GRAYSON 
334 Murdock Street 
Corint;h, Mississippi 

Mr. and Mrs. ROBERT Y. LAMERE 
109 Katherine Drive 
Vicksburg, Mississippi 

■ CANNONEER MOTEL 

STUART C . STETSON 
1232 Winnrose 
Jackson, Mississippi 
Mississippi license HD10508 

W. C. McMASTER 
101 Redrich Avenue 
Grenada, Mississippi 
Mississippi license 22-4226 

JOE POLLOCK 
18 Monroe, Apartment 9 
Grenada, Mississippi 
Mississippi license 22-9526 

A. J. NEAL 
1004 Fulton Avenue 
Meridian, Mississippi 
Mississippi license F/673686 

JAMES E. HUNT 
5002 Kendall Avenue 
Gulfport, Mississippi 
Mississippi license 610661 

GERALD RAYMAN 

Tupelo, Mississippi 8 
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CANNONEER MOTEL CONTINUED 

MARVIN ALFORD 
Florence, Mississippi 
Mississippi license T-2925 

j. A. mmmiGnTy jr. 

6077 Waverly Drive 
Jackson, Mississippi 

ROBERT L. BOUNDS 
P. 0. Box 536 
Brandon, Mississippi 

LEON ARMSTRONG 
Box 299 

Verona, Mississippi 

Mr. arid Mrs. HERBERT W, BERZ 
186 East Market Street 
Winona, Mississippi 

JOE COX 

Ripely, Mississippi 

PRENTISS PEARSON 
1110 Fillmore Drive 
Tupelo, Mississippi 

JOHN SIMPSON 

110 Vance Plac^ Long Beach, 
Mississippi 

P. G. STEELE 
Greenwood, Mississippi 
Mississippi license N-7153 
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SOUTHERN MOTEL 

/ 

JOHN D. SMITH 
2334 Coronet Place 
Jackson, Mississippi 

M. COLEMAN - 

9764 McCoughan Avenue 

Long Beach, Mississippi 

SHIRLEY JACKSON 
4 Elm Street 
Natchez, Mississippi 

JIMMIE L. KIMERY 
Byhalia, Mississippi 
License 47-504, 1965 Dodge 

JAMBS L. TERPO 
214 Pollard 

Batesville, Mississippi 
License 54-1293, 1966 Plymouth 

JAMES E . SWOPE 
Box 97, 

University, Mississippi 

Reverend WILSON W. BOGGAN 
Box 643 ’ 

Lucedale, Mississippi 

George County Baptist Association 

ILLINOIS MOTEL 

JOE KELLUM and FRED ROWLAND 
905 East Main 
Charleston, Mississippi 

CURTIS W. STOVER 
4128 Cedar Street 
Jackson, Mississippi 

10 

’ < * • 
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frank BURROW ' 

Jackson, Mississippi 
(State Highway Department) 
License S/6 574 

PHTT.LIPS MOTEL 

J. D. TOMPKINS 
Kosciusko, Mississippi 

CORONA PLAZA MOTEL 

G. L. WALTON and J. H. LOCKE 
712 Henderson 
Greenwood, Mississippi 
Mississippi license p/622538 

HOWARD JONES 
675 Scenic Drive 
Grenada, Mississippi 

CHARLES E. BANES ^ 

Raymond, Mississippi 
(Federal Land Bank Association) 

KENNETH WOOD 

Box 7 . . • • 

Jonestown, Mississippi 

BOBBY SHAW and JAY ClARK 
University, Mississippi 

FRANCIS WILLIAMS , ^ 
University, Mississippi 
(Department of Agriculture) 

JULIUS C. REEVES 
. 5350 Clair Street 
Jackson, Mississippi 
Mississippi license H16748 
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PAT H. THOMPSON ' 

P. 0. Box 682 

Magee, Mississippi ' 

ED WALTON ‘ 

State College, Mississippi 

LLOYD L. FRITCH 
1500 Glenn Drive 
Amory, Mississippi 

(Valley Tractor and Equipment Corporation) 
MARIA INGRAM 

Route 2, Seminary, Mississippi 

THOMAS J. HOBBER 
YMCA 

Jackson, Mississippi 
(1007 Jackson 
Corinth, Mississippi) ^ 

LAY HINDMAN 
Harper Road 
Corinth, Mississippi 

JENNINGS DAVIS . 

709 Magnolia 

Hattiesburg, Mississippi 

PHILIP D. BAILEY 
P. 0. Box 71 

Plantersville , Mississippi 

(Brown and Williamson Tobacco Company) 

Mississippi license 73-5006 

AARON GUTHRIE 
Route 1, 

Burnsville, Mississippi 

12 
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JAMES W. PENDERGRAPH 
Jeff Davis Hotel 
Tupelo, Mississippi 

TOMMY SUTTERFIELD 
1704 East Church Street 
Booneville, Mississippi 
Mississippi license 593292 

MIKE SIMS 

2755 Pine Tree Drive 
Jackson, Mississippi 

J. T. THOMPSON 

212 Summer haven Drive 

Columbus, Mississippi 

B. L. MC MILLON 
Madison, Mississippi 

ROBBIE S. RUDDER 
614 Browder Street 
Columbus, Mississippi 
Mississippi license 9-9835 

D. ADRIAN WARREN 
P. 0. Box 2305 
Laurel, Mississippi 

CHARLES MC CARTY 
GAfdhet Center 
Laurel, Mississippi 

N 

JOHN WILLIS 
741 North State Street 
Jackson, Mississippi 
(Jackson Dental Supplies) 

13 
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CLIFF PORTERFIELD 
1434 Sunset Circle 
Clarksdale, Mississippi 
(Coahoma Chemical Company) 

MERRY ACRES MOTEL 

GEORGE E . BUTLER 
333 Madison 
Wiggins, Mississippi 

EL-RAY MOTEL 

C. A. EVANS 
Southern Household 
Shubuta, Mississippi 

NOEL SIMMONS 
AUDLEY PHELPS 
University, Mississippi 

PAUL W. CHAPPELL 
787 Davis Street 
Corinth, Mississippi 

KENNETH FORD 
Route 4, 

Booneville, Mississippi 

AUDIE RAY DAVIS 
Fulton, Mississippi 

C. S. COX 

Jackson, Mississippi 
(Standard Oil Company)' 

14 
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C. R. LEONARD 
Brookhaven, Mississippi 
Mississippi license 23555 

B. W. PURaASON 
Maston, Mississippi 

NO-EL MOTEL 

LOIS HINDMAN 
Parker Road 
Corinth, Mississippi 

JESSIE CLARK 
1202 Meggie Street 
Tupelo, Mississippi 
Mississippi license 21-726 

THOMAS R. SMITH 
Route 2 

Corinth, Mississippi 

JOEL EVANS and TOMMY COWART 
2212 Bell Avenue 
Columbus, Mississippi 

GARY LO\-JE 

2212 Bell Avenue 

Columbus, Mississippi 

SAMMUEL WILLIAMS 
805 Cemetary Street 
Corinth, Mississippi 

C. T. WALKER 
1450 West Capitol Street 
Jackson, Mississippi 
Mississippi license H-44460 

15 
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TEETOTUM MOTEL 

LOIS HINDMAN 
Corinth, Mississippi 

J. B. GUY 
Route 2, 

Meridian, Mississippi 

JAMES PHILLIPS 
Route 5, 

Laurel, Mississippi ^ 

NITE-FALL MOTEL 
J. L. BEAN 

1200 Church Street \ 

West Point, Mississippi 

PAUL E. GRANTHAM 
3291 Bienville Drive 
Jackson, Mississippi 
(U.S. Geological Survey) 

LEADS: 


JACKSON DIVISION 
EACH RA 


Will review the above names of those individuals 
who reside within their respective RA and conduct appropriate 
credit and criminal check and, if deemed advisable, will 
interview the individual if there is a possiblity of any 
association with JAMES EARL RAY. All results of investigation 
should be furnished to SA JOHN L. PUDDISTER, Case Agent. 

16 
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AT JACKSON. MISSISSIPPI 

Will review above names through indices. 
BACKGROUND 

According to statements allegedly made by 
JAMES EARL RAY, which were published ina recent issue 
of a nationally distributed periodical, RAY spent the 
night at a motel near Corinth, Miss., while en route 
from Atlanta, Georgia, to Memphis, Tennessee. He ^ 
allegedly engaged in target practice in Mississippi 
using the murder weapon. This occurred a few days 
prior to the murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING. 

The Bureau instructed the Jackson Division to 
check motel records in and near Corinth for the period 
March 29, 1968, to April 3, 1968, in an attempt to 
locate a guest record identifiable with RAY under his 
true name or known aliases, i.e., James Earl Ray, John 
Williard, Eric Starvo Galt, and if any record located, 
determine if RAY was alone, vehicle utilized, and people 
he may have contacted. 

The foregoing list of names contained in this 
memo is the result of review of motel a nd hotel records. 
It is noted none seem to be identical to RAY. 

Each individual listed should be further 
identified to establish such a person actually exists 
and is not an alias used by RAY. This can be done by 
credit and arrest agency checks. In the event arrest 
record is located for any individual listed, evaliation 
should be made as to advisability of interview to ^ 
determine if the individual involved was associated in 
any way with JAMES EARL RAY. 

This matter should be afforded immediate and 
expGdite attention. 
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Transmit the following in 


Via 


\ 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


AIRTEL 


AIRMAIL 


(Priority) 




i. 


r 


TO: 

FROM: 


SAC, MEMPHIS ^^4»T9S7r 
SAC, JACKSo/"^ [157-9586) 



SUBJECT: MURKIN 


Re Bureau airtel, dated 4/7/69; Birmingham airtel 
to Bureau, dated 4/15/69, and Jackson airtel to Bureau, 
dated 4/18/69. 


2 - 
2 - 
2 - 
2 - 
2 - 
2 - 
2 - 
2 - 
2 - 
2 - 
2 - 
2 - 
2 - 
2 - 
2 - 
2 - 


Memphis (Enc. 13) (RM) 
Albany (Enc. 2) (RM) 
Albuquerque (Enc. 2) (RM) 
Atlanta (Enc. 8) (RM) 
Birmingham (Enc. 10) (RM) 
Buffalo (Enc. 2) (RM) 
Charlotte (Enc. 3) (RM) 
Chicago (Enc. 7) (RM) 
Cincinnati (Enc. 3) (RM) 
Cleveland (Enc. 5) (RM) 
Columbia (Enc. 5) 

Dallas (Enc. 8) (RM) 
Denver (Enc. 4) (RM) 


2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 


Detroit (Enc. 8) (RM 
Houston (Enc. 3) (RM 
Indianapolis (Enc. 9) 

2 - Jacksonville (Enc. 4) (RM) 
2 - Kansas City (Enc. 8) (RM) 

2 - Knoxville (Enc. 6) (RM) 

2 - Little Rock (Enc. 9) (PJl) 

2 - Los Angeles (Enc. 2) (RM) 

2 - Louisville (Enc. 5) (RM) 

2 “• Miami (Enc. 6) (RM) 
.Z._v_MiJwani;^GjG (E.nc-._-6.X— (RM)- 



A.pproved; 


Sent 


Special. Agent in Charge 
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Minneapolis (Enc. 6) (PJI) 
Mobile (Enc. 6) (RM) 

Newark (Enc. 2) (RM) 

New Haven (Enc. 2) (RM) 

Mew Odeans (Enc. 6) (RM) 

New York (Enc . 4) (RM) 
Oklahoma City (Enc. 5) (Ill'4 
Omaha (Enc. 7) (RM) 
Philadelphia (Enc. 3) (RJ-I) 
Richmond (Enc. 3) (RM) 
Sacramento (Enc. 3) (RM) 

St. Louis (Enc. 8) (RM) ^ 
Salt Lake City (Enc. 3) (RM) 
San Antonio (Enc. 2) (RM) 

San Diego (Enc. 2) (RM) 
Savannah (Enc. 6) (RM) 
Seattle (Enc. 2) (RM) 
Springfield (Enc. 10) (RM) 
Tampa (Enc . 6) ■ (RM) 

Jackson 







^•5.63 fC n V? tl’ .to 
idiiiZvd .... 

Per EbfliixM 



- --K 
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Enclosed for each office, except for Memphis and 
Birmingham, is one copy of referenced Bureau airtel, dated 
4/7/69. 

As directed by Bureau, a review of all motel records 
for the period March 29, to April 3, 1968, of motels in Corinth, 
Miss. j made and the names of those individuals registered at the 
motels during this period have been obtained, and their names 
are revealed on appropriate FD-302s . One copy each of the 
FD-302s, where appropriate, are being submitted to the 
appropiate offices, as set out below: 

FD--302 Division 

Mrs. LOUISE BREWER, Mgr. 

Round-Town Motel Birmingham 

Chicago , 

Dallas 

Detroit 

Indianapolis 

Jacksonville 

Kansas City 

Little Rock 

Louisville 

Memphis 

Miami 

Milwaukee - 

New York 

Omaha 

St. Louis 

Springfield 

Tampa 









- ■ 

Tt . ' ■ 

-- - -err' 
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FD-302 

Division 


Mr. DON M. STRICKLAND, Mgr., 



Ho 1 iday Inn Mo te 1 

Atlanta 

Miami 


Birmingham 

Minneapolis 


Charlotte 

Mobile 


Chicago 

Newark 


Cincinnati 

New Haven 


Columbia 

New Orleans 


Dallas 

New York 


Denver 

Oklahom.a City 


Detroit 

Omaha 


Houston 

Philadelphia 


Indianapolis 

Richmond 


Jacksonville 

Salt Lake City 


Kansas City 

Savannah 

• 

Knoxville 

Seattle 


Little Rock 

Spr ingf ield 


Louisville 

Memphis 

Tampa 

WALTER COUTURE, Mgr. 



Cannoneer Motel 

Albany 

Minneapolis 


Atlanta 

Mobile 


Birmingham 

New Orleans 


Cincinnati 

New York 


Denver 

. Oklahom.a City 


Detroit 

Omaha 


Indianapolis 

Philade Iphia 


Kansas City 

Sacramento 


Knoxville 

St . Lou is 


Memphis 

Savannah 


Miami 

Springfield 


Milwaukee - 

Tampa 


3 
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FD-302 

Div^is ion 


BROOKS PHILLIPS, Owner, 



Southern Motel 

Atlanta 

Little Rock 


Birmingham 

Louisville 


Charlotte 

Memphis 


Chicago 

Mobile 

• 

Columbia 

New Orleans 


Dallas 

St. Louis 


Kansas City 

i . * ® 

HOWARD STARL^S, Mgr., 



Illinois Motel 

Atlanta 

Knoxville 


Birmingham 

Little Rock 

. 

Chicago 

Memphis 

' 

Cleveland 

Milwaukee 


Dallas 

Mobile 


Detroit 

^ St . Louis 
Savannah 


Indianapolis 

. 

Jacksonville 

Springfield 


Kansas City 

Tampa 

WILLIAM PHILLIPS, Owner, 



Phillips Motel 

Atlanta 

Little Rock 

Birmingham 

Lbs- Ange les 


Cleveland 

Memphis 

■- 

Columbia 

Omaha 

♦ f 

Dallas 

Sacramento 


Detroit 

St. Louis 


Kansas City 

San Diego 


Knoxville 


H. C. FREEMAN, CHmer and 



Operator, Carona Plaza Motel 

Birmingham 

Chicago 

Miami 

Minneapolis 


Cleveland 

Mobile 


Dallas 

Oklahoma City 


Denver 

Houston 

Omaha 

Salt Lake City 


Indianapo-lis 

San Antonio 


Kansas City 

Savannah 


•; -Lcui^irlile : } 

Soringf ie id 


. i "“M&raphis" 



i f- 

^ r. • _ . } 

j - — ' — ^ ^ 
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FD-302 

Division 


Mrs. FREDDIE GLOVER, Ovraer, 
Merry Acres Motel 

Birmingham 

Milwaukee 


Little Rock 

Minneapolis 

■ 

Memphis 

Spring! ie Id 

Mrs. BERRY (SHIRLEY) SMITH, 
Oiraer and Manager, 

El-Ray Motel 

Birmingham 

Indianapolis 


Chicago 

Memphis 


Cleveland 

Miami . 


Columbia 

New Orleans 


Dallas 

St . Louis 


Detroit 

Spr ingf ield 

Mr. PAUL HAYES, Mgr. , 

Dixie Court 

Memphis 

Milwaukee 


Jo H. WICKER, Mgr., 

No-El Motel 

Albuquerque 

Little Rock 

- 

Atlanta 

Memphis 


Birmingham 

Nev? Orleans 


Buffalo 

Oklahoma City 


Detroit 

Savannah 

> 

Indianapolis 

Spring! ie Id 


Knoxville 

Tampa 

Mrs. G. N, PRUETTE, Owner, 
Teetotum Motel 

Memphis 


Mrs. BERRY (SHIRLEY) SMITH, 
Nite-Fall Motel 

Atlanta 

Omaha 

■ 

Indianapolis 

Richmond 


Little Rock 

St. Louis 

- 

Memphis 

Minneapolis 

Spring! ie Id 
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A 











J 


A Xerox copy of each motel registration has been 
made by the Jackson Division, and copies of these registrations 
are being maintained in the bulky exhibit file of Jackson 
.File 157-9586. 

It is noted on the registrations that there is 
registration from Saskatchewan, Canada, at the Round-Tov7n 
Motel, and a registration from Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada, 
at the Holiday Inn, during the pertinent period. It is 
being left to the discretion of Memphis, the Office of 
Origin, as to v/hether appropriate LHM should be submitted 
to the Bureau to have these individuals identified in Canada. 

The names of those individuals appearing on the motel 
registrations who reside within the Jackson Division are being 
identified through indices, check in the Jackson Office and 
appropriate credit and criminal being conducted within the 
cities in which they indicate they reside. 

LEADS : 

■ ALL RECEIVING OFFICES 

All offices receiving copies of this communication 
will reviev7 the FD-302s V7hich they have received for names of 
those individuals who reside V7ithin their respective divisions 
and V7ill review the names through the appropf iate office indices 
and will identify the individual through appropriate credit and 
criminal check, and if deemed advisable, will interview the 
individual if there is a possibility of any association with 
JAMES EARL RAY. 


6 


- . - 
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OPTION AU FORM NO. 10 

MAY 1»62 EDITION 

GSA FPMR'(41 CFR) 101-11.6 




UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


TO : SAC, JACKSON /(157 -9586)/ (P) 


FROM 


. SA JOHN S. CASTLES 


subject: MURKIN 






date: 5/7/69 




Re Jackson airtel to Memphis, dated 5/7/69. 

As directed by Bureau airtel, dated April 7, 1969, 
a review of all motel records for the period March 29, to April 3, 
1968, of motels in Corinth, Miss., were made and the names of those 
individuals registered at the motels durin^g this period have 
been obtained, and the ones within the Jackson Division are 
as follows: 

HOLIDAY INN MOTEL 

MARSHALL D. GRISHAM 
Box 184 , 

Houlka, Mississippi 
(Methodist Minister) 

KENT L. KINNIBURGH 

D.S.R. ' 

Oxford, Mississippi 
(West Chemical) 

Mississippi license 36-4171, Chevrolet 


L. C. HAMILTON 
State College, Mississippi 
Livestock Sanitary Board 
Mississippi license P-1158, Dodge 


J. W.VARREN 

Holly Springs, Mississippi 
(Mississippi Highway Patrol) 
Mississippi license 47-3979, 





r Jackson 

(1 - Each RA) 
JSCtbal 

(15) 



uth 



J<S~? — — <4 ■? / 


I 

\ MAY 



V 1959 
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HOLIDAY INN MOTEL CONTINUED 

L. H. CARTER 
1705 1st Terrace 
Hattiesburg, Mississippi 

VERNON M. BONDS 
1303 Leonard Drive 
Tupelo, Mississippi 

JACK BOYLES 

1215 Lawnview Place 

Jackson, Mississippi 

Mississippi license HD4434, Buick 

JA1E.S ROBERTS 
Box 151 

Grenada, Mississippi 

Mississippi license 54D343, Cadillac 

JOHN F. RASBERRY 
2502 Buckner 
Tupelo, Mississippi 

DAN J. BENEFIELD 
P. 0. Box 10073 
Jackson, Mississippi 
Mississippi license H33017, Ford 

JOE H. ALLEN 

944 Briarfield Road 

Jackson, Mississippi 

Mississippi license H35513, Chevrolet 

TOM W. HUDSON 

4223 Hawthorne Court 

Jackson, Mississippi 

Alabama license 43-6172, Chevdet 

2 
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HOLIDAY INN MOTEL CONTINUED 

A. D. LANGSTON 

State College, Mississippi 

Mississippi license 53-5102, Chevrolet 

JAMES D. SCOTT 
1701 Patterson Drive 
Tupelo, Mississippi 
Mississippi license P/46-337 

RICHARD P. TERRY 
Maple Drive 

Starkville, Mississippi 

ROBERT D. LEVY 
5739 Sedg\;A;'ick Drive 
Jackson, Mississippi 
Mississippi license HB 3899 

R. T. KENNEDY 
312 Oak Drive 
Winona, Mississippi 
Mississippi license 491803 

JIMMY WALKER 

1312 Buena Vista 

Clarksdale, Mississippi 

Tennessee license BV1621, Chevrolet 

JIM E. SINGLETON 
5042 Lurlirie Drive 
Jackson, Mississippi 

Mississippi license H31612, Chevrolet 

L. E. CARRUTH 
Box 994 

Tupelo, Mississippi 
Mississippi license M3317, Ford 

3 
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EDWARD W. MONSOUR 

1742 Marigold 

Greenville, Mississippi 

Mississippi license W-3130, Oldsmobile 

JIM N. MAJURE 

850 North Jefferson 

Jackson, Mississippi 

Mississippi license H-36249, Oldsmobile 

WAYNE BLAKE 
Tupelo, Mississippi 
Mississippi license M-11529 

ROBERT S. JONES 

903 19th Avenue North 
Columbus, Mississippi 
Mississippi license PO 704, Mercury 

L. E. MANNING 

813 Spruce Street, 

Columbus, Mississippi 

C. M. BOWMAN (Mr. and Mrs.) 

515 Parsons Street 
Greenwood, Mississippi 

Mississippi license ND 3691, Oldsmobile 

M. J. SHANNON 
Tupelo, Mississippi 

CHARLES B. WALKER ^ 

5706 Brownlee Drive 

Jackson, Mississippi 

Mississippi license H38598, Rambler 

JIM garrison 

904 Lumpkin 
Tupelo, Mississippi 
Mississippi license M-388, Ford 

4 
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CLAY F. LEE 

546 Heatherwood Drive 

Jackson, Mississippi 

Mississippi License HB 7900, Ford 

C. L. GRANGER 

751 Woodland Drive 

Winona, Mississippi 

Mississippi license 49-2692, Ford 

A. J. JARRELL 

113 Barbara Avenue 

Jackson, Mississippi 

A. M. LINTON 
P. 0. BOX 152 
Tupelo, Mississippi 
Mississippi license M4549, Buick 

ROSS WHITE 

108 Glens ide Drive 

Jackson, Mississippi 

JIMMY WALKER 
1312 Buena Vista 
Clarksdale, Mississippi 
Tennessee license BV1621, Chevrolet 

R. M. BRIDGES 
Route 1, Box 27B, 

Water Valley, Mississippi 

MORRIS L. DENTON 
2113 Bryan Drive 
Tupelo, Mississippi 
Mississippi license MA-583 

STEVE VAUGHN 
523 Warpath Road 
Columbus, Mississippi 
Mississippi license P-9888, Mercury 


Itocia:--5916249^5- P^B r » 
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B. J. PHILLIPS 
P. 0. Box 8271 
Jackson, Mississippi 

WALTON B. DUNN 

1937 Lakeshire Drive 

Tupelo, Mississippi 

Mississippi license H-7766, Dodge 

JACK P. GALLAGHER 
163 Queen Victoria Lane 
Jackson, Mississippi 

R. D. PITTMAN 
1016 Tyler Drive 
Tupelo, Mississippi 

WALLACE F. CRUMBY 
112 Tedford 
Tupelo, Mississippi 

WILBUR D. DOWNING 
09 Cullen Road 
Oxford, Mississippi 

HAROLD L. DEATON 
126 Thomas Street 
Grenada, Mississippi 

JAMES A. CARTER 
1107 Corinne Street 
Hattiesburg, Mississippi 
Mississippi license F-8970 

CLAY SALVANT 
Room 290 Milner Building 
Jackson, Mississippi 
(firm - MAP) 
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PAUL V. FAIRLEY 
205 Government Street 
Tupelo, Mississippi 
Mississippi license M-8113 

MARTHA JO MIMS 
719 Hemlock 
Columbus, Mississippi 

0. A. HOXIE 
Highway 61 j South 
Port Gibson, Mississippi 
Wisconsin license Y52-152 

KATHLYN W, FUNK 
409 3rd Avenue North 
Columbus, Mississippi 

A. L. brewer 
312 10th Avenue 
Greenwood, Mississippi 
Mississippi license N-2014 

H. E. SMITH 
1007 Poplar 
Jackson, Mississippi 

HOMER B. DAVIS 
Route 5, Box 118 
Jackson, Mississippi 

ROUND-TOl'JN MOTEL 

CHARLES L. EZELL 
3615 Hood Drive 
Jackson, Mississippi 
Mississippi license T-2038 
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ROUND-TOWN MOTEL CONTUSED 

WOODY BIGGS 

906 East College 

Clinton, Mississippi 

I THbMAS GRAYSON 

! 334 Murdock Street 

I _ ' • 

Corint,h, Mississippi 

Mr. and Mrs. ROBERT Y. LAMERE 
i 109 Katherine Drive 

Vicksburg, Mississippi 

f ' * - 

i CANNONEER MOTEL 

i ■ ■ • 

I STUART C . STETSON 

j 1232 Winnrose 

I Jackson, Mississippi 

Mississippi license HDI0508 

W. C. McMASTER 
101 Redrich Avenue 
Grenada, Mississippi 
Mississippi license 22-4226 

JOE POLLOCK 
18 Monroe, Apartment 9 
j - Grenada, Mississippi 

j Mississippi license 22-9526 

I ■ * ■ 

) A. J. NEAL 

] 1004 Fulton Avenue 

I Meridian, Mississippi 

I Mississippi license F/673686 

I JAMES E. HUNT 

i 5002 Kendall Avenue 

i Gulfport, Mississippi 

I Mississippi license 610661 

I . ' 

% 

3 GERALD RAYMAN 

I Tupelo, Mississippi 8 
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CANNONEER MOTEL CONTINUED 

MARVIN ALFORD 
Florence, Mississippi 
Mississippi license T-2925 

J. A. WAINWRIGHT, JR. 

6077 Waverly Drive 
Jackson, Mississippi 

ROBERT L. BOUNDS 
P. 0. Box 536 
Brandon, Mississippi 

LEON ARMSTRONG 
Box 299 

Verona, Mississippi 

Mr. add Mrs. HERBERT W. BERZ 
186 East Market Street 
Winona, Mississippi 

JOE COX 

Ripely, Mississippi 

PRENTISS PEARSON 
1110 Fillmore Drive 
Tupelo, Mississippi 

JOHN SIMPSON 

110 Vance Plac^ Long. Beach, 
Mississippi 

P. G. STEELE 
Greenwood, Mississippi 
Mississippi license N-7153 
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SOUTHERN MOTEL 

JOHN D. SMITH 
2334 Coronet Place 
Jackson, Mississippi 

M. COLEMAN 

.9764 McCoughan Avenue 
Long Beach, Mississippi 

SHIRLEY JACKSON 
4 Elm Street 
Natchez, Mississippi 

JIMMIE L. KIMERY 
Byhalia, Mississippi 
License 47-504, 1965 Dodge 

JAMES L. TERPO 
214 Pollard 

Batesville, Mississippi 
License 54-1293, 1966 Plymouth 

JAMES E, SWOPE 
Box 97, 

University, Mississippi 

Reverend WILSON W. BOGGAN 
Box 643 

Lucedale, Mississippi 

George County Baptist Association 

ILLINOIS MOTEL 

JOE KELLUM and FRED ROWLAND 
905 East Main 
Charleston, Mississippi 

CURTIS W. STOVER 
4128 Cedar Street 
Jackson, Mississippi 

10 
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frank burrow . ^ 

Jackson, Mississippi 
(State Highway Department) 
License S/6 574 

PHILLIPS MOTEL 

J. D. TOMPKINS 
Kosciusko, Mississippi 

CORONA PLAZA MOTEL 

G. L. WALTON and J. H. LOCKE 
712 Henderson 
Greenwood, Mississippi 
Mississippi license P/622538 

HOWARD JONES 
675 Scenic Drive 
Grenada, Mississippi 

CHARLES E. BANES ^ 

Raymond, Mississippi 
(Federal Land Bank Association) 

KENNETH WOOD 
Box 7 

Jonestown, Mississippi 

BOBBY SHAW and JAY ClARK 
University, Mississippi 

FRANCIS WILLIAMS , ^ 
University, Mississippi 
(Department of Agriculture) 

JULIUS C. REEVES 
5350 Clair Street 
Jackson, Mississippi 
Mississippi license H16748 

11 
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PAT H. THOMPSON 
P, 0. Box 682 
Magee, Mississippi 

ED WALTON 

State College, Mississippi 

LLOYD L. FRITCH 
1500 Glenn Drive 
Araory, Mississippi 

(Valley Tractor and Equipment Corporation) 
MARIA INGRAM 

Route 2, Seminary, Mississippi 

THOMAS J. HOBBER 
YMCA 

Jackson, Mississippi 
(1007 Jackson 
Corinth, Mississippi) 

LAY HINDMAN 
Harper Road 
Corinth, Mississippi 

JENNINGS DAVIS . 

709 Magnolia 

Hattiesburg, Mississippi 

PHILIP D. BAILEY 
P. 0. Box 71 

Plantersville , Mississippi 

(Brown arei Williamson Tobacco Company) 

Mississippi license 73-5006 

' r ' 

AARON GUTHRIE 
Route 1, 

Burnsville, Mississippi 

12 
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JAMES W. PENDERGRAPH 
Jeff Davis Hotel 
Tupelo, Mississippi 

TOMMY SUTTERFIELD 
1704 East Church Street 
Booneville, Mississippi 
Mississippi license 593292 

MIKE SIMS ' 

2755 Pine Tree Drive 
Jackson, Mississippi 

J. T. THOMPSON 

212 Summer haven Drive 

Columbus, Mississippi 

B. L. MC MILLON 
Madison, Mississippi 

ROBBIE S. RUDDER 
614 Browder Street 
Columbus, Mississippi 
Mississippi license 9-9835 

D. ADRIAN WARREN 
P, 0, Box 2305 
Laurel, Mississippi 

CHARLES MC CARTY 
GAfdiiet: Center 
Laurel, Mississippi 

JOHN WILLIS 
741 North State Street 
Jackson, Mississippi 
(Jackson Dental Supplies) 

13 
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CLIFF PORTERFIELD 
1434 Sunset Circle 
Clarksdale, Mississippi 
(Coahoma Chemical Company) 

MERRY ACRES MOTEL 

GEORGE E . . BUTLER 
333 Madison 
Wiggins, Mississippi 

EE-RAY MOTEL 

C. A. EVANS 
Southern Household 
Shubuta, Mississippi 

NOEL SIMMONS 
AUDLEY PHELPS 
University, Mississippi 

PAUL W. CHAPPELL 
787 Davis Street 
Corinth, Mississippi 

KENNETH FORD 
Route 4, 

Boone ville, Mississippi 

AUDIE RAY DAVIS 
Fulton, Mississippi 

C. S. COX 

Jackson, Mississippi 
(Standard Oil Company)' 

14 
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C. R. LEONARD 
Brookhaven, Mississippi 
Mississippi license 23555 

B. W. PURGASON 
Maston, Mississippi 

NO-EL MOTEL 

LOIS HINDMAN 
Parker Road , 

Corinth, Mississippi 

JESSIE CLARK 
1202 Meggie Street 
Tupelo, Mississippi 
Mississippi license 21-726 

THOMAS R. SMITH 
Route 2 

Corinth, Mississippi 

JOEL EVANS and TOMMY COWART 
2212 Bell Avenue 
Columbus, Mississippi 

GARY LOWE 

2212 Bell Avenue 

Columbus, Mississippi 

SAMMUEL WILLIAMS 
805 Cemetary Street 
Corinth, Mississippi 

C. T.' WALKER 
1450 West Capitol Street 
Jackson, Mississippi 
Mississippi license H-44460 
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TEETOTUM MOTEL 

/ 

LOIS HINDMAN 
Corinth, Mississippi 

J. B. GUY 
Route 2, 

Meridian, Mississippi 

JAMES PHILLIPS 
Route 5, 

Laurel, Mississippi 

NITE-FALL MOTEL 

J. L. BEAN 

1200 Church Street 

West Point, Mississippi 

PAUL E. GRANTHAM 
3291 Bienville Drive 
Jackson, Mississippi 
(U.S. Geological Survey) 

LEADS ; 

JACKSON DIVISION 


EACH RA 

Will review the above names of those individuals 
who reside within their respective RA and conduct appropriate 
credit and criminal check and, if deemed advisable, will 
interview the individual if there is a possiblity of any 
association with JAMES EARL RAY. All results of investigation 
should be furnished to SA JOHN L. PUDDISTER, Case Agent. 

16 
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AT JACKSON. MISSISSIPPI 

Will review above names through indices. 

BACKGROUND 

According to statements allegedly made by 
JAMES EARL RAY, which were published ina recent issue 
of a nationally distributed periodical, RAY spent the 
night at a motel near Corinth, Miss., while en route 
from Atlanta, Georgia, to Memphis, Tennessee, ^e ^ 
allegedly engaged m target practice in Mississippi 
using the murder weapon. This occurred a few days 
prior to the murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING. 

The Bureau instructed the Jackson Division to 
check motel records in and near Corinth for the period 
March 29, 1968, to April 3, 1968, in an attempt to 
locate a guest record identifiable with RAY under his 
true name or known aliases, i.e., James Earl Ray, John 
Williard, Eric Starve Galt, and if any record located, 
determine if RAY was alone, vehicle utilized, and people 
he may have contacted. 

The foregoing list of names contained in this 
memo is the result of review of motel and hotel records. 
It is noted none seem to be identical to RAY. 

Each individual listed should be further 
identified to establish such a person actually exists 
and is not an alias used by RAY. This can be done by 
credit and arrest agency checks. In the event arrest 
record is located for any individual listed, evahation 
should be made as to advisability of interview to 
determine if the individual involved was associated in 
any way with JAMES EARL RAY, 

This matter should be afforded immediate and 
expedite attention. 


j NW 5233 DDCId:59162495 Page 99 


17 



